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Ministry of External Affairs 


Subject : 


Net a.1 i Enquiry _Qommiss ion 1 s visit, to .laiRei- 

s {*>0 

A copy of a letter from Shri Samar Guha to_ v : 


1 


P.M. may please be seen. I had submitted a draft reply 
to this letter and P.M. had approved it before his 
departure for Ottawa. He had suggested, however, that . 
the draft reply be shown informally to Mr. Justice Khosla. 
Thereafter, the Minister of State may like to submit 
the draft reply to P.M. for direction whether it should 
issue under his signature or whether P.M. would like 
to reply herself. If P.M. herself wishes to reply to 
Shri Samar Guha, the draft may be the basis of her letter- 


2. The draft has been shown to Mr. Justice Khosla 

and he has no comments to offer. 


3. Since then, Shri Samar Guha has given Advance 

Notice of a Question on this subject in the Lok Sabha 
and the Lok Sabha/have asked us for facts. These have 
been supplied to the Lok Sabha Secretariat 




(V.C. Trivedi) 
Secretary (East ) 
4-3-1973 


f tpA 


Secretary to/P.M, 
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SECRET 

JFT- 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(East Asia DivisionX 

: ' . I'nc fc&J ^ 

Placed below is an item which appeared in the 
HINDU dated 12.7.73 on the visit of the Netaji Inquiry 
Commission to Taiwan. The item is by the HINDU 
Correspondent normally based in Tokyo and makes the 
following points 



^dt. 23.12.72 

XjKCj ft 


\ 

tj. A ■ 



a) The Secretary of the Commission, Mr. S .L. Chopra, 
wrote a letter to the Government in Taiwan 
addressing it to the "Government of Formosa, 
Foreign Department". 

b) That visas for the members of the Commission were 
given on the intercession of the Indi a-China-Burma 
Cultural Association of Taipei and the India-Free- 
China Friendship Society in Delhi; 

# 

c) The work of tne Netaji Inquiry Commission would 
require official cooperation and, according to 
Mr. Samar Guha, the (Taiwanese) Government is 
willing to cooperate with the Commission provided 
the latter formally approaches it for assistance} 

d) The item also states that Indian official agencies 
such as the STC and MMTC have considerable 
commercial relations with Taiwan aid address their 
letters to the "Republic of China". 

2. The decision to allow the Netaji Inquixy 
Commission to go to Taiwan to collect evidence was taken 
after Shri Samar Guha, MP, in a letter/to the Prime 
Minister had suggested that the visit to Taiwan by the 
Netaji Inquiry Commission could be arranged through 
unofficial channels without involving the Government of 
India directly in requesting the Government of Taiwan for 
such a visit. The visit was ultimately cleared on the 
specific condition that all political involvement would 
be avoided. 

3. In reply to a communication from Mil A on the 
subject, Js(EA) had specifically suggested, vide letter 
dated 9th Feb, 1973, the following :~ 

a) If the Commission decides to go to Taiwan, 
interviews should be arranged through .unofficial 
ch an n el s ; 

b) It would not be advisable to use the good offices 
of any friendly associations (like the Taiwan- 
Indi a-Frien dship Association or any civic 
association; 

c) Interviews with members of the Taiwan Fonoign 
Office or Taiwanese personalities were to be 
avoided and anything which was likely to be 
construed as political involvement with Taiwan 
steered clear of. 

p.t .o./2 



■.'SWsjaate. 




-ff- 


SEC^r/f 


4. We m ty bring the above news item to the 

attention of MH A requesting information they might 
have on the letter allegedly written by the Secretary 
of the Commission to the "Government of Formosa" and 
also on the statement made by Shri Samar Guha that the 
Government (of Taiwan) would provide assistance on 
being approached formally. It is quite likely that this 
question will be raised during the next session of 
Pari i omcnt . 


{V. K. Nombiar) 
US(FE) 13.7.73 


DirectorfffA) 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


p. 


In the press clipping placed below at flag 'Jt' 


if has been reported in "The Patriot" of 33rd July, iy73 . 
that Ehri Sumar Guha, MP, stated In Calcutta that "the 
Bast Asia Department of the External Affairs Ministry 
deliberately attempted to sabotage the work of the Meta;}i 
Inquiry Commission by issuing secret directives. " It has 
also been stated that this Department "scuttled" the 


Commission's freedom ana prohioited it "from addressing 


any letter to any department of the Government of Taiwan or 
any non-official association seeking their cooperation. " 
This circvjascribed the independent juridical authority 
of the Commission and frustrated its work in Taiwan. 


2. The question of" *the Net ijl Inquiry Commission's 

visit to Taiwan has been extensively examined in the Ministry 
and it was in deference to the strong feelings of the 
Commission that ve/finally agreed that the Taiwan visit could 
take place. In aolatter issued with the approval of PM and 
Fd, JS(SA) informed the Ministry of Home Affairs (flag 'A') 
that it was desirable for the Commission not to deoend on 
any inter-media^y organization for their examination of 
witnesses. It was also necessary to caution the Commission 
that they should not do anything which would allow their 
visit to be interpreted as an official one. Therefore, it 
would be advisable to avoid official contact with Taiwanese 
officials, particularly the Foreign Ministry. \ 


/ 




3. Our suggestions were incorporated in a letter which 

the Ministry of Home Affairs address*ed to the Commission, 
y. I A draft of this letter, which was shown to us by MHA Defore 
* issue, may be seen at flag *3'. Paragraphs 4 and 5 of this 
draft are relevant to the charges made by ihri Sumar Guha. 
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4 . 


For perusal. 




< C5/- 

Director (3 . a.) 
23 . 7 . 1973 
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ft. C. HER, 

UNDER SECRETARY. 


M t >*1(4 1 'V—fUL % j£ 

* xi^ 'jjjiO 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 



ir^r^nr 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


New Del hi -110001, 
April 

Mm 

Dear Shri Uppai, 

Please refer to the corres 
with your Ministry's d.o, letter 
dated 9th March, 1973 regarding the proposed vis: 
of Khosla Commission to Taiwan. The Commission 
have now cane forward with the proposal to visit 
that country on their own, talcing into account 
the advice given hy the Ministry of external 
Affairs • 





& 




2. The following will he the members of the 
party which is expected to visit Taiwan; 

1. Chairman of the Commission 

2. Secretary to the Commission 

3. The Cotinsel to the Commission 

4. Private Secretary to the Chapman 

5. Personal Assistant to the Chairman, 

A proposal for obtaining the clearance of the 
Screening Committee of Secretaries to the 
expenditure involved is being processed separately. 
Your Ministry have already expressed their views 
regarding the proposed visit. Formal clearance 
of your Ministry for the members of'. thfe deputation, 
if considered necessary, may IdLn&ly be sent to us 
by return as we have to mention*m the note for 
the Screening Committee of Secretaries, JA+- 

Co7ir,V M G Lrf*~ /‘V-V'tvo & 

y o i Yours sincerely, 

^/h\^ T 

(R . C . Iyer) 

Shri S. IC, Uppai, 

Under Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs , 

Kew Delhi . 


SECRET 

IMMEDIATE 


BY SPL. MESSENGER 


S .K . Upoal, 

Under Secretary (J). 



H o • C/551/ 5/72-J P. 


April 30,1973. 


Dear Shrl Iyer, 



Please refer to your left ter Mo* 24/6/71 -Poll. I I 
dated 28th April 1973, regarding the el* closed visit 
of Khosla Corara Isslon to Taiwan and the Ministry of 
External Affairs vlexfs on the subject. 

2. We have already convoyed our views to the ^anistry 
of Home Affairs and woul d like to emphasise the following 
two points r- 

(I) rfe have agreed to the visit of the Cow, Ids ion 
very reluctantly^ and 

(II) also feel that it would be desirabl e 

that as few people as possible should comprise 
the Commidsion's team visiting Taiwan* 


Yours sincerely, 

a— u~^i 

(S.K. TTpoal) 




0* 



(*!*■ 
-2HM 

V 


v 


R.C. Iyer, 

Under Secretary. 


P 

D . 0 .Ho .24/27/71-Poll .1^ 

& t. . ; w— i / 

L / -<A -></ Government of India 
J 1T^ HHRW 

fNISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


(?) 


/wjnistr 


N 


New Delhi-11001, 

May 1, 1973. 

Dear 3hri Uppal, ' ^ T 

continuation of my earlier 
letter of ‘even number of the 13th April, 1973, 
on which, presumably you are pursuing the matter 
with our Mission in London. ^ .(Mvd-J 
2. In your letter No.C/551/5/72-JP, dated 
25th July, 1972 you had mentioned that our 
Mission in London had not been able to obtain 
a copy of " INTER PRESS It appears that during 
the last session of the Commission, Prof. Samar 
Guha, M.P. had . submitted a copy of the English 
translation of this Magazine. The Commission 
have now requested that the matter may be pursued 
with our Mission in London who may be requested 
to make further efforts to produce the original 
copy for the Commission. I am desired to. request 
that you may take further action accordingly. 

Yours sincerely, 


Shri 3.K. Uppal, 

Under Secretary, 

M ,E .Affairs, New Delhi. 


CR.c. iyer) 




S Ut>pa^ f 

Under decretary(J) 


D.O. ’fo.C/SSl/S^a-^P-Vol.II 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


^■Vv 






Dated the 3rd May 1973 


■*1 


SUBJECT*.. Collection of material concerning ^etaji for present, 
ation before ^etaji Eniuiry Corami salon. 

\jA-l 


Dear Sat. Mathai, 


> 


ih>) 


Please refer to the Mission's letter '"o.Po'1, 59.97 dated 
10th July 1972 concerning the availability in London of' 
Interpress which is known as a magazine issued by one of the 
occupying powers in 1945. The Mission iPthte about Inter ores s 
and Weekly Intelligence Review; 

"we have checked with the Imperial War Museum, the 
Ministry of Defence, the (new) National Army Museum, the British 
Museum and the bookshop "franc Is Edwards" which specialises 
in hooks on military subjects out non*of them know anything a>out 
these publications." 




2. 


Ministry of Home .-.ffairs have nov written to us as f -flows 


"It appears that during the last session of the Commi sion. 
Professor Samar Guha,M.P. had submitted a copy of the English 
translation of this magazine (In ter press). The Commission have 
now requested tuat the matter may he pursued with our 
Mission in London who may he requested to make further efforts 
to produce the original copy for the Commission". 

3. , We do not know how many times the magazine was 

pu (dished in 1945* Hut some issues of it obviously have 
references to Metaji* You are kindly requested to look 
for the magazine In London once again. 


Yours sincerely. 


V 



Sat. Halen J, Mathai, 
First Secretly, 

High Commission of India, 
London. 


Copy to Shrl R.C. Iyer. 



(S.K. Upp&l) 
Under 9eeretary(J1 


y 


t-f* 


•& 


Wew Delhi, with reference to his D, 


sr 3 eore t ary. Ministry of Home Affairs, 
, 2V 27/7L-Poll. II dated 1.5.73. 


Under Secretary(J) 



Mrs Helen J* Mathai 
First Secret'ary(Pol) 

No. Pol/69/9/7 







IMMEDIATE 


INDIA HOUSE, 
ALDWYCH, 

LONDON, W.C.2. 


May 3, 1973 


Dear Shri Uppal, 






/y 

A^ 


H 


With reference to your letter No.C/55l/5/73-JP, 
dated the 16th April, 1973, I enclose a copy of the 
reply, we have received from the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office and the enclosures of copies of documents they 
have been able to find which might be of interest to 
the Netaji Inquiry Commission. 


With warm regards, 




5 ^ 


Shri S.K. Uppal 
Under Secretary( J) 
Ministry of E.A. 
New Delhi. 



sincerely, 


Enc: As above. 




/ 


FSE 10/7 


The Foreign and Commonwealth Office presents its compliments 
to the High Commission of India and has the honour to refer 
to the High Commission's Note dated 9 January concerning the 
Hetaji Enquiry Commiss ion. 

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office regrets that it is unable 
to trace the reports believed by the High Commission to have been 
submitted to the tfar Office in 1945-6 but the documents described 
below may be of use to the High Commission in this connection. 

I. Diaries of the Supreme Allied Commander, 

South East Asia in VfO Class Mo. 1972 


A sumnery of records in this class relating to the death 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose which are in the Public Record 
Office is attached. These papers are filed in date order and 
may be viewed in the Public Record Office on presentation of an 
author itising letter which may be obtained from Miss Fortescue, 
South Asian Department, FCO. 

II. Military HQ Papers Far East, WO Class No .203 

In piece No .4498 (Collaborators -policy) in this class, 
enclosure 286A is a memorandum by the Director of Intelligence 
which deals with the alleged statement by Mr, Gandhi that he 
believed that Chandra Bose was still alive and supports the 

evidence given by his “personal Chief of Staff and Military 

* . 

Adviser' 1 II. III. Ifebib-ur-Rahman that he died after an aircraft accident 
on 18 August 1945. 

III. 








-X 

HJ V 


3 .K. Uppal , 

Under Secretary (J) 


I;MEDUTR 


m 



Ho .C/551 /5/72-JP .II 


Dear Shrl Iyer, 


May 8,1973 

ferfYl 

1 ' / 



Please refer to your letter ho. 24/37/71- 
Poll.II dated 13th April 1^73 regarding the 
availability in TT.K. of doctwents which can throw- 
light on Netajl's disappearance In 1946. I an 
enclosing with this the documents (in original) 
received from our High Commission in London along 
with tkx copy of letter No. POL/69/9/7 dated May 3, 
1973, which may be of use to you* vj A 

4* r v ) 



Yours sincerely, 

(8 .K. Uppal) 

Shri R .C . Iyer, 

Under Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

New Delhi. 


Enel* as above 
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MI NISTRY 'OF'*EXTERNAL -AFF/^ nS 
{East Asia Division) 
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HIMDUr,T’\NDARD STANDARD - Calcutta! ■ * 
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Netaji inquiry 
body’s term 
extended 


NEW DELHI. APRIL 23.— 
The Union Minister Of State 
for Honrs Affairs. Mr. K. C 
Print. I old the Lok Sabha to- 
day that the term of tht 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
J hq uj j'y C om miss ion had bee n 
extended up lo October 31 and 
it was hepecl thtd it would be 
able to finish its- work before 
then. PT1 reports. 

Replying to Mr. Mukhtjar 
Singh Mulik and Mi\ B, V 
S\v a mi nath an the Minister 
said it was for the commission 
to decide w hether 10 visit Tai- 
wan said to be the place 
wher? the plane carrying 
Netaji crashed. The request of 
some M Ps. in this regard had 
been conveyed to the Com- 
mission, 4 % 

m 

The Commission had so far 
visited sfevWd places inrlu cl- 
ing Japan, Bangkok, Saigon* 
Rangoon and Malaysia an d 
* examined 8T witnesses abroad 
and 196 in India 

Mr. Punt 3*Jd an ' expendi- 
ture of *30 takh*-has been 
incurred on Lhe commission 
UU April 13. 

“Mr. Samar Guha asked 
whether it was true that 
Japan, U.S.A. and the U.K. 
Had not made available cer- 
tain documents in iheif 
possession, whether fresh 
/ attempt would be made to 
persuade the Government of 
the^e countries and also, whe- 
ther Pakistan would he re* 
quested to allow Col HaHibu* 
Rahman to appear before' the 
inquiry. 

Mr. Pant said Binee it in-. 
Vo I V cd f orei go G o v er n ment « 
the matter would have to be 
looked into. However, if these 
countries were not prepared r 
to make the documents avail* 
able it was very difficult ta 
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R. C. IYER, . 
UNDER SECRETARY. 





% *m-«- -f 

D. 0. No. 24/6/71 -P Oil. II 
S7*TT I 

tKfi3 GOVERN MENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

New Delhi -110001, 

23 • 1973 - 

Dear Shrl Rana, ;, ^ r.\P'? > 

Please refer to the^/Jbrrespondence resting with 
Shrl Uppal's D .0.N o .C/551/S/72-JP, dated the 30th April, 
1973 regarding the proposed visit of the Hetaji Commi- 
ssion of Inquiry to Taiwan. X had discussed this 
matter with you over the telephone yesterday. 


2. The Screening Committee of Secretaries, to whom 

the proposal for the deputation of the five individuals 
referred in my earlier communication of even number 
dated 28th April. 1973 to Shri Uppal was referred, 
have sanctioned the proposed visit subject to the 
condition that only either the P.A. or the P.S. to the 
Chairman may accompany the delegation besides the other 
three members. However, since stenographic assistance 
etc, would not be available through other official 
sources at Taiwan, the Chairman of the Commission has 
again reiterated that he would like to have both his 
P.A, and P,S. to accompany him. In this connection, 
we would like to know whether it may not be more 
economical if arrangements could be nade by the Commis- 
sion to hire a Stenogr?)her locally at Taiwan itself 
or Hong Kong through the good offices of our Mission 
there, who would also proceed with them to Taiwan. You 
had already indicated that it would not be possible far 
our Mission in Hong Kong to make available any such 
assistance. In case a Stenographer is to be hired 
privately, payment would have to be made to him for his 
services in' foreign exchange. I shall be grateful if 
you could ascertain immediately from our Mission in 
Hong Kong as to what would be the charges involved in 
such stenographic assistance , according to the rates 
prevailing in* Hong Kong/Taiwan. Such assistance may be 
required for a period of approximately six days • In 
case it would be possible for the Mission in Hong Kong 
to arrange for a local Stenographer who would accompany 
the Commission from Hong Kong to Taiwan, it would be 
necessary to take into account the cost of passage 


Involved ft an Hong Kong to Taiwan and back* 
I shall be grateful for a very early reply. 


Yours sinoerely, 



Shri K.K*S. Rana, . 

Deputy Secretary (East Asia)., 
Ministry of Extennal Affairs, 
- New Delhi. 


aBSTaiiTHD 

MOST DMEDIATS 

K. K. S. Ran*. 

Deputy Secretary (SA) 


no. -!? 




26th May, 1973 


As you may be avare there have been plans for the 
Netajl Inquiry Commission to visit Taiwan. Recently the 
Governsent has taken a decision to permit this visit provided 
the Commission makes its own arrangements and the visit takes 
on as much ofo "non-official” status as possible. 


2. The Commission has run into a problem over 
secretarial assistance. The Ministry of Finance turned down 
their proposal to take a P.A. from India to cover the open 
sessions of the Commission. We have suggested to the 
Ministry of Finance that one alternative might be for the 
Commission to hire stenographic assistance in Taiwan, since 
the work would not In any case be of a confidential nature. 
Before Finance can agree to this, they want to have some 
idea of the approximate cost Involved in hiring stenographic 
assistance for a six- day period. I would Imagine that 
stenographers can be hired In Taiwan although It may be 
difficult for you from Hong Kong to give accurate information. 
Any indication which you may be able to give on this would be 
helpful. 

3. In this context the Finance Ministry has also 
considered the possibility of hiring a stenographer in Hong 
Kong and taking him to Taiwan. (Of course this would become 
necessary only if stenographic assistance in Taiwan ”ere not 
available. ) 

4. Since the Finance Ministry has to take an urgent 

decision, may I request that you may bend us a brief telex 
on the situation and on the information you may be able to 
give us. U} 



Shrl L. N. Rangarajan, 
Commissioner of India, 
HQK3-KQKG. 



Yours sincereir '# 


)7 

WA 


(K* K.' S. Ran a 








V 



Telegram 


RESTRICTED 


From: 

To: 


Comind Hong Kong. 
Foreign New Delhi. 




T 


l-TG: MAY "01240 
ATS: MAY 310310 


No. 39 


* "by ch. 


I 



assistance for Netaji Inquiry Commission. Cost of 
having stenographer on daily basis would he appro ximabely 
50 to 60 Hong Kong dollars or- Rupees 65 to 80 per day. 


•jg 

TjtHfr***- ' . CHAIRMAN JIC. 


2. Mrs. HAIG was permitted entry to China some 

hours after* tho* main body of delegation. Have written 
t detailed* letter by bag 29th May*, 
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Q. S. Iyer, 

Under Secretary (C ) 



D.O.No. 


June 2, 1973 





Dear Shri Iyer, 

We had checked orr'the cost, of stenographic 
assistance in Hong Kong in connection with the visit 
of the TTataJi Inquiry Connies ion to Taiwan, as desired 
by you. 

2. The cost cf a stenographer on daily basis 

would be approximately 50 to 60 HT4 oilers, which would -U 
about Rs, 65-80 per day. 




Shri R.C. Iyer, 

Under Secretary C?ol.II), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
flew Delhi. 
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HC .F . 24/6/71-Poll • I m IMMEDIATE 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA/ BHARAT SARK AH « 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS/ GRIH MARTS ALAY A 

NEW DBIfll -110001 DATED THE JUNE 15 5 73 


SUBJECT t VISIT OF THE NETAJI INQUIRY CCMMESaiON 


TO TAI W AN (FORMOSA)’ 


Sanction of the President is hereby accorded to 
the deputation of i- 

Ghairman , Netaji inquiry Commission, 
Secretary, Retail Inquiry commissi on f 
Counsel, Netaji inquiry Commission, 
private Secretary to Chairman, 
and 

to ' Chairman , Netaji Inquiry 


(i) Shri G.D. Khosla 

(ii) Shri S*L, Chopra 

(iii) Shr.1 T.R. Bhasin 

(iv) Shri M.L. Anand, 

Netaji Inquiry Commission 

(v) Shri H.X. Kundra, P.A 

Commission. 

to Taiwan (Formosa) for purposes of inquiry into the 
disappearance of Net&ji Subhas Chandra Rose in 1945 and 
the subsequent developments connected therewith. 



c 


2, The terms and conditions of deputation are as 

follows i- 





(i) PERIOD OF DEPUTATION 1 : The period of deputation will 
be 9 (Nine 1 ) days including' 2' days 1 stay In Hongkong , and 
the deputation will commence on the date the Commission 
and the Officers leave India and will terminate on the 
date on which they return to India* 

(il) PAY AND ALLOWANCES : Full pay and allowances as 
admisslBIe to them in India, will be payable in rupees, 

(iii) PASSAGE: Shri Khosla will be entitled to travel 
by air by'S'tandard ( 1st ) Class both ways at his option 
and Sarvashri S.L* Chopra, T.R. Bhasin, M-I*. Anand and 
H-L. Kundra will be entitled to travel by Air by 
Economy Class both ways* 

(iv) MUaSM ALLOWANCE , ACCOMMODATION . TIP MONEY ETC. . 

Sarvashri Khosla, Chopra and Bhasin will be^ 
entitled to split rates of dally allowances as admissible 
to Grade I Officers during the period spent in the place 
mentioned in para.l above and reimbursement of actual 
expenditure on tips subject to the maximum of 10^ of 
accommodation charges under the split rates of daily 
allowance or the 1 all inclusive* rate of D*A* in 
accordance with the orders issued by the Ministries of 
External Affairs and Finance from time to time. 


p.t.o* 
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S/S hr i Ananu and Kundr a will be entitled to split rates 
'all inclusive 1 rates admissible to Grade II Officers 
in accordance with the orders issued by the Ministries 
of External Affairs and Finance, 1 

( v ) CARR IAGE OF OFFICIAL PA PERS ? 

Tne 'official re c or d 1" up to" '60 i^s. during the 
onward journey and 75 f£S, during the return journey will 
be carried at Government expense as air cargo, 

(vi> MEDICAL FACILITIES' The Chairman, Secretary, 
Counsel, p„8. and P.A, of the ajfrartJrsrsj&on will be entitled 
to the facilities of medical treatment etc. during their 
stay at the place mentioned in par a.l above, in accordance 
with the orders contained in the Ministry of External 
Affairs circular letter Ho. F. 8(2)® (00* 3.38/56) , dated 
30.11,1956 as amended from time to time. 

Cvii) ENTITLEMENT TO HEAD CF MISSECW TREATMENT * Shri 
Khosla wil 1 be en t i tied - to ''He ad" of' a" Mis si on 1 treatment, 
when net: accompanied by his wife, terms of accommodation 
during the period of deputation. 

(viii) CO NTINGENT expenditure on hiring of taxis , 

OFFICE ACCOMMODATION, TYPEWRI TER3 ETC. AFP 

DAILY AIiIiOWANCE/TRjWELLIWG ALLOWANCE TO 

WITNESSES. 

Shri Khcsla is authorised to sanction expenses on 
hiring of taxis, hiring of office accommcdation, hiring of 
typewriters etc . and grant of Daily All owanee /'Travel ling 
Allowance to witnesses up to a total of Ks„25,527/- (Rupees 
twenty five thousand five hundred and twenty seven only) 

(in local currency) at the place of their visit, in Taiwan 
(Formosa) and an amount of fe. 1,000/- (Rupees one thousand 
only) as transport charges during the stay of the delegation 
at Hongkong. 

3, The Commission of India, Hong Kong, are hereby 
authorised to make payments of D.A» to Sarvashri Khosla, 
Chopra. Bhasin, Anand and Kundra in local currency as 
admissible to them during thel^tuy in the respective 
places. They are also authorised to make payment to 
Shri IChosla for incurring expenditure on hiring of taxis, 
office accommodation, typewriters etc. and for making 
making payment of daily allowance /travelling allowance 
to witnesses etc. as indicated in para. 2 (11) (viii) above. 
They are authorised to make pa -merits in question in 
accordance with the terms sanctioned in this Order without 
waiting for any other authority. The Ministry of Finance 
have agreed to this sanction being regarded as an authority 
for payments. 


contd. . ,p,3 
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4, The expenditure involved will be net by 
re-appropriation from the sanctioned budget grant of 
the Ministry of Home Affairs for the year 1973-74. 

5, This sanction issues with the concurrence of 
the Ministry of Finance ( Department of Expenditure ) 
vide their U.0.N0.4349-HF/73, dated 8.6.1973, 

— — 

(R.D .KAPUR) 

UNDER SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 



COPY TO 

1* The Accountant General, Central Revenues, New Delhi. 

2. The Treasury Officer, New Delhi. 

3. The Ministry of Finance (Deptt. of Expenditure )N, Delhi 

4. The Ministry of Finance (Deptt. of E.A.) New Delhi. 

SS feSSS BiShn, M.H.A. 

The Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi. 

(Shri S.K. Uppal, Under Secretary) 

8. Shri G.D. Khosla. Chairman, Retail Inquiry Commission, 
Reserve Bank Building, New Delhi. 

9. Shri S.L. Chopra, Secretary, Retail Inquiry Commission 
Reserve Bank Building, New Delhi. 

10. Shri T.R. Bhasin, Counsel C/U Secretary, Netaji 
Inquiry Comission, New Delhi. 

11. Shri M.L. Anand, P.S. to Chairman, Netaji 
Inquiry Commission, New Delhi. 

12. Shri H.X. Kundra , P.A. to Chairman, Retaji Inquiry 
Commission, New Delhi. 

13. Netaji Inquiry Commissi on, Reserve Bank Building, 

New DelM - 

(R.D. KAPUR) 

UNDER SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


Copy forwarded for information and necessary action f - 
The Commission of India, HONG KONG. 

(R.D. KAPUR) 

UNDER SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 






MM A3E 


B. D. Kapur 
Under Secretary 
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New Delhi Ilf 001 
June 15, 1973. 
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Deer Shri Up pal , M 

Please refer to your d.o. letter' 

N c. 0/551/5/7 2- JP-Vol .II, dated the 3rd May, 

1973 to Snrfc. Kathai, First secretary, Bign 
Commission of India., London, regard mg 
collection of material concerning Net aji for 
presentation before the Netaji Inquiry Contrissiian. 

2 . I shall be grateful if you may kindly 
inform us whether our Mission in London have 

been able to get the original cony of the magazine 
ITOIHPHSSB. 

3. The Commission require the oripjnal 
copy of the magazine urgently, as their 
argument session is likelv to start in the later 
part of July, 1973. 


-r 


Yours sincerely, 

jty'\s^S^h* A 

(R. D« Kapur) 


Shri S. K. Uppal, 

Under Secretary, 

M in i stry _ of External Affairs , 
New Delhi . 
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S.K* Uppal, / 
Under Secret *ry(J) 


He 




n 

J 
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Dated 21st June ,1973 


SUBJECT*. Collection of material concerning Netaji for 

presentation before Netaji Enquiry Commission* 


*«• 


■(H)- 


Dear Snt, Mathai, 

Please refer to our letter No *C/ 551/5/7^ -J P-Vol • IT dated 
3rd May 1973, on the above mentioned subject* I had requested 
you in particular to look for a cony of the Magazine called 
"INTERPRSSS * published in 1945 and having references to Netaji. 
The Ministry of Home Affairs have written to us again about 
the urgent need of the copy of this Magazine* You are kindly 
requested to let us know definitely a brut the availability 
of this Magazine in London* 


Yours sincerely, 

( S.K, UP^AL ) 





Smt. Helen J. Mathai, 

First Secretfaiy, 

High Comm' sslon of India, 

LONDON * 

; MV 

Copy to Shri R.D.Iye-r, Under Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, New Delhl.wlth reference to his D.O. No. 

24/ 27/71 -Poll* II dated 6 *73* 



Under Secretary (J) 









S .L .CHOPRA 
secretary 


D.0.NU.3/13/73-NC 




MOST IMMEDIATE 



?TJ[^TT 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
^rnsft sfa wmm (U«°) 

NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION (1970) 
TflN, for* t* fqfsgJT 

* ? ■ «Vi R# %55lM 

Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building 
Parliament Street. New Delhi-1 

JURE 19, 1973. 


1% 



•X 



Dear Shri Uppal, 


As you are aware, Ministry of Horae Affairs, 
Government of India, have sanctioned the deputation 
of the Netaji Inquiry Commission for a visit to 
Formosa in connection with the enquiry into the 
circumstances leading to the disappearance of 
Neta^i Subhas Chandra Bose after 18th August, 1945. 

, A copy of the Order is enclosed. 


/ 


2, The Commission consisting of five officers will 
leave India on 8th July, 1973 ( as per itinerary 
enclosed) for Hang Kong, where the party will stay 
from ijhe afternoon of 8th July, 1973 to 10th July, 
1973, and proceed to Formosa on the 11th July, 1973, 


3. I request that our Mission In Hong Kong may 
kindly be approached for the following facilities 
to be provided to the Commission for the under- 
mentioned officers, for the said dayss- 


A- 


(i) Shri Justice G.D. Khosla, Chairman of the 
Commission ( *Head of the Mission' status). 

(ii) Shri S.L. Chopra, I A3, Secretary to. the Commission. 


(ill) Shri M.L. An and, P.S. to the Chairman. 

(iv) Shri H.L. Kundra, P.A. to the Chairman*. 

The fifth officer namely, Shri T.R. Bhasin. 

Counsel of the Commission, will make his own arrangements 
and the Mission in Hong Kong need not book accommodation 
for him in Hong Kong. 

FACILITIES TO BE PROVIDED t 

(a) ACCOMMD DAT ION ; Accommodation on the approved 

scale may be arranged for the above officers. The 
Chairman ranks in SI. No. 21 of the Table of Precedence 
as a retired Chief Justice of a High Court. 


contd* . .p,2 
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( from pro-n a ge) . . 

(b> LIAISON OFFICBR; An officer of an 
appropriate rank in the Smbassy knowing the 
local language may be designated as the Liaison 
Officer with the Commission to look after their 
day to day needs. j . r, . . 

(c) TRANSPORT : The Chairman and the Secretary 
of the Commission may be received at the airport 
on arrival and seen Off on departure. At least 
two staff cars may be deputed with a Liaison Officer 

at the airport on arrival and departure. 

* * ■ * •* * * 

, . i • . — ^ . - * ■ *- - * * 

4* A copy of this letter is also being endorsed 
to our Mission in Hong Kong. 

• 1 ' • £ 

Immediate action is solicited. 

‘ * * 

- « i v ‘. . 

Yours sincerely, 



, , . - r 

(3.1 CHOPRA) 


Shri S.K. Uppal, IPS, 

Under Secretary (Japan), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

ELIMu 


r% 
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June 20, 1973 


No. C 


.(# 




Please refer to a copy of a letter 
No.3/l3/73-NC dated the 19th June, 1973, 
from the Secretary of the Netajl Inquiry 
C oasis s 1 on (1970) regarding their visit to 
Hong Kong froa 8th to 10th July, 1973. 
Necessary facilities as detailed in their 
latter referred to above nay kindly be 
provided to then. 


(fl M 



(V. K. N ashlar) 


Shri T.C.A. Rangaohari, 
Third Secretary, 
Coaalsslon of India, 
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COMMISSION OF INDIA 

304. AlA BUILDING I. STUBBS ROAD. 
HONG KONG 




No. H0N.551(1)/71 







wvnv> 

June 21 , 1973 



(hj^ 1tO> Wjwj 




tyj * 

1 Jc/ w 
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7 * 


Please refer to correspondence resting with our telex'tof 
the 29th May regarding the visit of the Netaji Inquiry Commission to 

TalvaD - •.#*«(!*) 


2. We have received a copy of a sanction issued by the Ministry 

of Home Affairs dated 15th June 1973 indicating the terms and conditions 
of the Commission’s visit to Taiwan for 7 days and Hong Kong for 2 days. 

A copy of the sanction has been endorsed to Shri S.K Upp a l, Under Secretary. 



3- In your letter of the 25th May 1973) you have communicated 

that the Government has permitted the Commission to visit Taiwan "provided 
the Commission makes its own arrangements." The question is does it include 
ensuring that they will be given visas to visit Taiwan if and when they 
present their affidavits issued by this Comma ssion to the Chirm Travel 
Service? Ch ’*’Ti ** “’*• 

! 4- There has been a lot of correspondence in Gctcbepto December 1970 

v| on the question of visas for the Commission to go to Taiwan. At that time 
we had clear indication that the Taiwanese authorities would refuse to 
give visas. This question does not appear to have been pursued since then. 

5 • I wonder whether any soundings have been made with the Taiwanese 

H authorities through non-governmental contacts which might give the Commission 
(reason to h&pe that visas will not be refused. 


njfe) 


6 . 

soundings. 


I presume the Ministry woul^hot like us to make any informal 







~tzjC 


1* 


Kind regards, 

A./T*®** 

vv£ - I. 




Yours sincerely. 



(L.N. Rangarajan) 


Shri K.K.S. Rana, 

TJ vriUr, Jib k UJi De P ut Y Secretary (EA), 

2 ^ ™ t Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 

If#! . kLt ^4 








K* S, 3, Sana, 
Director (Bast Asia) 


Ho.C/ 651/5/73-JP 23rd June, 1973 



Please refer to your letter No. BON, 551( 1)/71 
dated June 21, 1973, regarding the visit of the Netaji 
Inquiry Commission to Taiwan* 

2. We are aware of the earlier correspondence 

on the difficulties concerning obtaining a visa for Taiwan* 
However, some months back the decision was taken that 
the Government would have no objection to the visit of 
the Inquiry Commission to Taiwan (which the Commission 
Itself nas deemed to be most Important and essential) 
provided the Government was not called upon to make any 
arrangements for the Taiwan visit* This question was 
taken up by Shri Sumar Chiba, HP, and on th£ basis of his 
suggestion it was decided that the Commission would use 
ordinary travel channels to arrange visas, accommodation, 
etc* I may also add for your information that the 
Commission was advised to take care not to do anything 
which might lead to their visit being Interpreted as 
involving official dealings with the Taiwan Government* 

It was also suggested that official contacts with the 
Taiwan Government, particularly the Foreign Ministry 
officials and prominent leaders, should be avoided* 

3* We wsuld, therefore, confirm your presumption 

that there wuld be no need for you to make any kind 
of soundings on behalf of the Inquiry Commission 
concerning the visa or any other aspect of the visit to 
Taiwan. 



Tours sincerely. 



(K. K. S'. Bang) 

Shri L. N, Hangar a Jan, 
Commissioner of India, 




Mrs Helen J. Mathai ; 

Pirst Secretary (Pol ) y 


IMMEDIATE 


Ho. POL. 69. 9. 7 




% / * ] 

INDIA HOUSE 



ALDWYCH 
LONDON 
WC2B 4NA 


* 
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June 28, 1973 


Dear Shri Uppal, 




■W 


Please refer to your letter Nos .C/551/5/72-JP.II, 
dated 3rd May and 21st June, 1973, regarding the magazine 


"INTERPRESS" . 

2. I have exhausted every possible source in this country 
which might have some information regarding the magazine. 

But , unf ortuntely, I have not been able to find any one who 
has even vaguely heard of it. 

3. The only "INTERPRESS" that exists as far as most journalists 
know is the INTERPRESS NEW SERVICE, which was an American 
Agency. You might like to try our Embassy in Washington 

on this matter. 

A. With reference to the Weekly Intelligence Review, there 
is no record of this magazine in British circles. The 
Economist use/ to have a similar Review, but this is not 
the magazine you require . 

5. Despite the fact that we seem to have pulled a blank 
again, I am continuing my efforts to locate the magazine. 

You may perhaps like to inform the Ministry of Home Affairs 
that we have hitherto not been successful in acquiring it. 
Regards, 





Shri S.K. Uppal 
Under Sec ret ary (J) 
Ministry of E.A., 
New Delhi 



Yours 





3 «K * Uppal | 

Under Secretary (J> . 


n 


Mo. C/551 /6/72-JP. 


July 4,1973. 


Subject 


Dear Shri , 


t Collection of material concerning Netajl 
for presentation before Netajl Inquiry 
Commission. 



Please refer to letter No .24/37/71 -Poll. II dated 
1st May 1973 from Shri R.C. Iyer regarding the availability 
of a magazine called "Interpress 1 * in London. This magazine 
Is said to have been published by one of the occupying 
powers in Germany after the end of the 2nd World War and had 
contained references to Netajl. 



2. We had written to our High Commission In London 
requesting them to mate all efforts to collect a copy of 
the magazine. I am enclosing with this a copy of letter 
No .POD .69 .9 .7 dated 28th June 1973 recoil from our High 
Commission stating that despite their best efforts they 
have not been able to obtain a copy of the INTERPRESS so far 


Shri Aaok Gupta, 

Under Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi . 


Tours sincerely. 



(S -K. Uppal) 



Enel. One 


COMMISSIONER 

TELEGRAMS: ''COMIND". HONGKONG. 
* Tel, No. 746323 




No.H0N.551(l)/71 



COMMISSION OF INDIA 


304, AIA BUILDING. 1, STUBBS ROAD. 

HONG KON© 








June 26 , 1973 

.#■(! i) 


Just a line^tb' acknowledge, with thanks, 
your letter No .C/55 l/5/72-JP dated the 23rd June 1973 
regarding the visit of the Netaji Inquiry Commission 
to Taiwan. I am particularly grateful to you for 
taking the trouble to explain the background in 
detail. 



Kind regards 


A 


V 1 

■ 7. 

i.u. 

oA I Director (East Asia) , 
i / Ministry of External 

VP y New Delhi. 


Tours sincerely, 

V, * t 

(L.N. Rangarajan ) 


Rana, 


^\V 


Affairs* 




6 


0^*L* rf vj. ^ "VC"* w' 

OtM lot \j£* l 
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HO .3/13/73-MC 


S.L. CHOPRA 
SECR TARY 


‘ ITJJFTT 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

NETAII INQUIRY COMMISSION (1970) 
eft® Tst^, fta-a tta ftfifcrr 

Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building 

Parliament Street, New Delhi-1 .INDIA. 

JUNE 26, 1973. 

I have the honour to dpdv your kind attention 
letter Bo.3/13/73-HC dated the 19th June, 



Dear Commission, 


y 


D.O 


to mWBMRI _ . _l . ^ . .. , 

1973, addressed to &irl S.K. Uppal, Under Secretary 
(Japan), Ministry of External Affairs, Hew Delhi, with 
a copy to you regarding the forthcoming visit of the 
Retail Inquiry Commission to Hong Kong and Taiwan. 

A copy of this letter Is enclosed for ready reference. 

9. The Retail Inquiry Commission headed by Chairman 
and accompanied tflth four officials will be reaching 
Hong Kong on 8th July, 197 3, at by 310. As already 


t * 

requested, necessary facilities 

of transport accompanied with a Liaison Officer to receive 


Regarding the provision 


the Commission's party at the Alrport^n J the above' date, 
may kindly be made. 

3. The Commission's party will be leaving Hong Kong 

on the 11th July 1973 for Taiwan by CX 582. The Commission 
will stay at Hong Kong from 8th to 10th July, 1973, with 
a view to obtain necessary visas for going to Taiwan. 

4. X shall be grateful for providing necessary arrangement 
which nay facilitate us to obtain the requisite visas for 

the {Category of persons indicated in the letter enclosed 
herewith. 

5. It was also requested to arrange for booking of 
accommodation in an appropriate hotel for all the members 
of the party ( excluding Shri T.fi. Bh&sln, Counsel of the 
Commission) in one hotel at Hong Kong according to the 
entitlement of these officers. 

6. I shall be highly obliged if you kindly confirm the 
arrangements made at the earliest convenience, preferably 
by a cable. 

Retail Inquiry Commission 


High Commission of India, 


sign uonnnisi 
HONG KONG. 


P.ro 


t 2 1 


(from pre-pay a) 

• ' ' J k jr» ' ' , _ ■ • j ; * u 

NO. 3/13/73 -NC JUNE 26, 1973. 


Copy to Shri S.K. Uppal, IFS, Under 
Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry 
of External Affairs, In continuation of my d.o 
of even number dated the 19th June, 1973, 


(S. I*. CHOPRA) 
SECRETARY. 
386270 




"External 
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NO. 24/6/ 71 -Poll. II "*'"*■ U / ' 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA/BHARAT SARKAR /* 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS/GRIH MANTRALAYA / - 


0 R 



A- 


NEW DELHI -1 JULY 3, 1973/ 




.(!!) 


SUBJECT: VISIT OF THE BETAJI INQUIRY C 'EMISSION TO 

TAINAN (FORMOSA) * » 

In continuation of this Ministry's Order No. 24/ 6/71- 
Poll.II, dated the 15th June, 1973, the President is pleased 
to sanction that the period of deputation shall be 10 days 
including 3 days' stay in Hong Kong, instead of 9 days 
including 2 days' stay in Hong Kong. 

2. The president is also pleased to sanction that 

Shri M.L. Anand, Private Secretary to Ch airman whose pay plus 
dearness pay is equal to fis.800/- per month shall also be 
eligible for split rates of daily allowance as admissible to 
Grade I Officers during the period spent in the place of 
deputation in accordance with the Ministry of/Affairs' letter 
No. 9GA/681/l/69-Vol.II(EAI/69/l/66) dated the 7th July, 1969. 

* 

3, This sanction issues with the concurrence of the 

Ministry of Finance (Dentt. Expenditure) vide their 
U.O.N0.5138-HF/73 dated 2.7.1973. | \ 


Copy to 

1 . 

2. 

3. 


(A3«K GUFTA) 

Tjrder Secretary to Government of India 


The Accountant General, Central Revenues, New Delhi. 

The Treasury Officer, New Delhi. 

The Ministry of Finance (Daptt. of Expenditure) 

New Delhi. 

4. The Ministry of Finance (Deptt. of E.A.) New Delhi. 

5. Reserve Bank of India, New Delhi. 

6*, Finance Section, MHA/ Ac. I Section, MHA. 

Ministry of Ext, Affairs, New Delhi (Shri S.K. Uppal, US) 

8. Shri G.D . Khosla, Chairman, Netaji Inquiry Commission 

9. Shri &.L. Chopra, Secretary, Netajl Inquiry Commission 

10. Shri T.R. Bhasin, Counsel, 0/0 Secretary, Netaji 

Inaniry Commission. 

11. Shri M.L. Anand, p.S. to Chairman, Netaji Inquiry 
Commission. 

12. Shri H.L. Kundra, P.A. to Chairman, Netaji Inquiry 
Commission. 

13. Netaji Inquiry Commission^New^DelJii* 

(as ok gupta}., .,7 ;:a*-ro 

Under Secretary to Govt • of India. 
Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to i~ 

The Commission of India, HONGKONG. 3 bh.2 

<ASOK GUPTA) ? 

Tjnder Secretary to Govt, of Irrfia. 


^9- 6* 





1NTLEX/5 HONGKONG 


'ib-, 

b 1 4.7.197 


30* 


FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

FQR S K UPPAt UNDER SECRETARY (JAPAN) 



2iae ofDcrr-v.; u. 
.yi^aturo «f Op* r»tor 





PLDASE CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO S L CHOPRA SECRETARY 
^ It TAJ | ENQUIRY COMMISSION QUOTE YOUR LETTER NO. 3/13/73-NC , .... K- 

CWTED JUNE 26 19/3 STOP CONCISION WILL BE MET AT THE 


AIRPORT BY LIAISON OFFICER STOP SUITABLE ACCOMMODATION 
IN HONGKONG RESERVED STOP TWO CARS WILL BE HIRED STOP 
AIR INDIA BOOKING ACCOMMODATION AT TAIPEI UNQUOTE STOP 

OOMIND 
* 

FOREIGN ND2S99 
■S’ 

FOREIGN ND2899 

FOREIGN ND2399 
HX4Uo4 COMIND 
PLS ACK+? 

■S’ 

FOREIGN ND2S99 
WXAuo* COMIND 




to LykV 1 , 

^ - 4t u 



H,1 

^9 m “ % % 



IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIP" 
(East Asia Division) 



Reproduced below is a copy of a Telex 


Message received from our Commission In Hong Kong u 

" TOOK LETTER HO .3A3/73-NC DATED JUKI Eg, 1973. 
COMM I >3 ION WILL BE MET AT THE AIRPORT BY I IMS OS 
OFFICER . 3UITABLE ACCOMMODATION IK HONG KONG 
RESERVED . TWO CAES WILL BE HIRED . AIR INDIA 
BOOKING ACCOMMODATION AT TAIPEI." 


(3 ac* tJppal) 


Under Secretary (Japan) 
4.7. 1973 


1. Shrl s.L. Chopra, 

Secretary ,Hetajl Enquiry Commission, 
Reserve Bank of India Building, 
Parliament Street, 

Nev Delhi. 


2. Shrl Asok Gupta 


<HUA (lauii. UUl'tHf 

Under Secret Ary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Hew Delhi . 
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ministry of external affairs 

(East Asia Division) 




TIV?iS OF INDIA. NEW DE IHI 
< DATED : * 7 ZJjZ2- ^ 




plane crash 

TAIPEI* July 6: A 4 ft -y ea r-old 
Taiwanese anti farmer private in 
the Japanese army claimed here 
today he had guarded the remains 
of Nelaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
following his plane crash on 
August 18* 1945. 

Mr* Chang Cftuan. a retired em- 
ployee of the state -owned Taiwan 
power company* also claimed he 
bad personally delivered the re- 
mains of Neta)i Bose for enema- ^ 

tion* 

An Indian inquiry commission, 
headed by Mr. G D. Kbosto* is 
arriving here next Wednesday in 
an attempt to establish .the cireum* 
stances of the “disappearance’' in 
Taipei of Netaji Bose a few days 
after the Japanese surrender in 
1945. 

The local “Chi re-India -Burma - 
Ceylon cultural and economic asso- 
ciation" has urged Chinese citizens 
to help the commission. 

Mr Chang told the mass cireu 
lation “United Da fly" he had been 
ordered to guard the coffin of 
Netaji Bose at the former Japanese 
army hospital in southern Taipei.* 

*fle said Netaji Bose s coffin was 
too big to be sent into the mdn* 
e^tor* Therefore his remains had 
to be transferred into a small one* 

He said he had seen another 
injured Indian* believed to be 
Netaji Bose's secretary, shouting in 
the ward at the army hospital. ! 

He said the plane which was 5 
piloted by a Japanese lieutenant 
crashed at the Taipei sungshaft f 
fPine Tree mountain) airport short- j 
fy after takc-olC The pilot was 
badly injured. 

The “United Daily" further 
quoted a reader. Tan Ming Yi, as 
saying he also wi messed the plane 
crash* Lan was an airport construc- 
tion supervisor at the lime. 

He said he had heard that the 
plane had carried several senior 
Japanese 'officers and valuable#. It 
crashed about 30 km after takeoff. 

He said he had heard from an 
airport sentry' fh &n Indian also died { 
in there, 1 ’ a remark which remained/ £ 
deep in his memory, — AFP. 
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From ; C om ind ^png K o'ng 
To : foreign N G v; D e lhi 



O.T.C. 

S ECRE 



IMMEDIATE 


-f. ' 

'7? • 

CCB NO. 07722 

tflk/uxr) 

DIG JULY lllflltf 
DTR JULY limso hr 
YB^R ' 1973 f * 


NO. 58. 


RAPA f ron RANGARAJAN . 

■ M e ta ji Enquiry Commission loft for Taipei this 

evening as scheduled • 


PRIME MINISTER: SECY TO PM : FM : MOS . FS * s §? Y E • rmpn . 
SECY W : AS ED : AS AS W : JS PP : JS XP : JS B, . DIR COORD. 
DIFFER : US NGO : CAB SECY : SECY {RCA ; ; IMG } ( 2) ' CHk IRM vN JIC, 




JZ- BRTRA/qt C c : 
7 11.7.1973. 



S ECRET 




Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


Hindu.* . Madras 

/ 51 - 7-77 


Dated 



r Formosa Annoyed over Indian 
Official’s “Faux Pas” 


From K. V. Narain 

TAIPEI (Formosa) July II. 

A diplomatic Fau# Pas com- 
mitted by an official of Indian 
Administrative Service, whe- 
ther wittingly or unwittingly, 
has very nearly torpedoed tne 
work of the Khosla inquiry 
commission on Netaji Bose, 
even before its arrival here 
to-day- 

Mr- S, L. Chopra, Secretary 
of the Commission wrote a 
f letter from India to the autho- 
f rlUes here on the proposed 
1 visit of the Commission and 
\ addressed it to the "Govern- 
' ment of Formosa, Foreign De- 
partment". This lack of diplo- 
matic tact made sensitive offi- 
cials o; the Nationalist Chinese 
Government here furious- 

Whether India recognises 
the Kuomintang Government 
here as the Government of 
, China or not, it Is a fact that 
it calls itself as the “Govern- 
ment of the Republic of China” 
How an official communica- 
tion was addressed In this man- 
ner remains a mystery, became 
other Indian official organs 
like the State Trading Corpo- 
ration and the Minerals and 


Metals Trading Corporation 
which have considerable com- 
mercial relations with Taiwan, 
always address their tetters to 
the ^Republic of China”* 

The Government here bad 
almost decided to refuse the 
Commission entry to the Island 
but for the timely help by 
friends of India here, partial* 
larly Prof. Tao Yung, Chair- 
man of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of Parliament, who 
succeeded in clearing the mis- 
understanding. Visas were 
I given on the intercession of 
both the Indla-China-Rurma 
Cultural Association of Taipei 
of which Prof- Tao is Chairman, 
and the India-Free- China 
Friendship Society In Delhi, 
Although visas have been gi- 
ven for entry of the Com* 
mission members and for Mr, 
Samar Guha, MP and Convenor 
of the National Committee to 
assist the Netaji Inquiry Com- 
mission, It is unlike] v that the 
Government here will give any 
official co-operation unless a 
proper communication is ad- 
dressed te it 

However, It Is understood 
that this obstacle Js likely to 


be overcome when Mr. Chopra, 
on arrival here addresses a 
fresh communication to authO' 
titles here in the proper form. 

Strangely, the Commission 
which patently cannot make 
any headway here without offi 
ciai co-operation, has hot s 
far addressed any letter to tht 
Republic of China Govermnen 
requesting help and co- opera 
tion. 

According to Mr- Samai 1 
Guha, the Government Is wil- ' 
ling to co-operate with the f 
Commission provided the latte? 
formally approaches it lor as * 
ustance. 

Meanwhile, local newspapers 
television and radio yesterday 
gave full publicity to Mr. Sa 
mar Guha's Press conference 
when he explained the objec 
lives of the Commission's vi- 
sit 

However, what the Commis- 
sion will achieve here remains 
In doubt, because of the long 
lapse of 28 years since NetajFs 
reported death, the passing 
away of many possible witness- 
es and the faded memories of 
other surviving witnesses- 









CONFIDENTIAL 

I; ci: 


NO.C/551/5/72-JP. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


"South Block" 
New Delhi. 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(EAST ASIA DIVISION) 


July 17, 1973 


I an enc losing a copy of a news it on which appeared 


in the HINDU of 12th July 1973 on the visit of the Netajl 
Inquiry Connlsslon to r aiwan. 


The news item states ,inter-al la, that the Indian 


official agencies such as the STC & MMTC which have consider* 
able commercial rel&ions with Taiwan address their letters 
to the "Republic of China". We would like an urgent clari- 
fication from you whether in fact letters are addressed to 
"Taiwan" or "Republic of China". 


Jmjl 


Under Secretary(FE) 


(V. K. TTsmbiar) 



Shri M.M. Gupta, 

Chief Mkg. Manager, 
State Trading Corpn., 
Chanderlok Bhawan, 
New Delhi. 



End i One 


e 





liOVMUKU-NT OF IKblA 

MINISTRY Of hXTEUKAL AFFAliS 
(EAST ASIA DIVISION) 


CWFlUr.K il/L 

"South Block" 
Nov I> el hi* 

July IT, 1073 


2 am enclosing a copy of a nova lira Mhiob opp cerod 
is the HINDU of 12 til July 1973 on the visit of the Netaji 
l&qulry Craai sslcn to faiwan* 

2* The hews iten states, intei-al la* that the Indian 

oiflciai agencies such as the BTC h MM 1C which have consider- 
able commercial relatione with X&icraa addreue their letters 
to the * republic of Chine" • v,» would like an urgent clari- 

fication iron you whether In feet letters are addressed to 
"Taiwan" or "iiepublio of china** 

■ (mi - 

(V* &• NuttirifiT ) 

Under secretary^} 



Shrl 3* Ranaohandran, 

Oh al next, 

Minerals & Metals Trading Corpn., 
Egress Building, 

New Delhi. 


fiaftU.,°q e 






GOVERNMENT OP INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(EAST ASIA DIVISION) 


I an enclosing a copy of a nevs item rtiich appeared 
in the HINDU of 12th July, 1973 on the visit of the Netajl 
Inquiry Commission to Taiwan, which is self-explanatory. 

2. We would like to have your olarlf loatlon whether 

a letter was written by the Secretary of the Commission to 
the "Government of Formosa”. We would also like to know 
whether Shrl Samar Guha had actually sought the assistance 
and cooperation of the Taiwanese Government. 

3. This letter issues on the direction of the 
Director (EA)* 



(V. K. Namblar) 
Under Seoretary(FE) 




etpry), Nqg. ftelhjL,. 

ated 17.7.1973. 
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MINISTRY 0? EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(East Asia Bivsion) 


H INDUST AN STANDARD - — CALCUTTA 

Bated : ^ 2 ^ - 


Taiwanese official gathers 
information on Netaji 

TAIPEI, JULY 7,— A former Japan from 1595 until after 
worker at a Japanese Air Base world War UK 


in Taipei re cal is guarding the, 
casket of Subhas Chandra Boa e, 
whose fate is still eohsideratf 
unknown, a T&lw&n&fe bJhpU] 
said yesterday reports AP. 

Mr, Tao Yung, the 'official 
<sal& he has been collecting tm 
formation on Bose' for a seven- 
i member inquiry commission 
\ headed by Mr, tx Khosla 
(due in Taipei next Wednesd&v 
jThe commission, Inquiring inti- 
exactly what happened to Boss 
ha* visited Manila, Singapore 
and other Asian cities. 

The Japanese say Boae.iwho*" 
efforts to free India from Bri- 
tish rule brought him into a 
wartime alliance with Japan, 
was killed in a plane crash on 
Taiwan in August 1945. Bo- 
rn aina said to be his are In a 
temple near Tokyo. 

Mr, Tao' said Mr, Chang 
Ch nan, 68. of Taipei, reported he 
had seen Bose's casket at * 
Japan ea*» Army hospital \m 
Taipei, (Taiwan was ruled by 



‘T remember clearly because 
1 stood guard before the ca*k*t 
altogether for 24 hours 11 Mr 
, Tao, quoted Mr. Chang as 
saying. Mr. Chang could not 
be contacted yesterday. 

Mr, Tao said Mr, Chang told 
him the name f, Handora Boheu” 
^a Japanese phonetic spelling 
was written In Japanese on the 
casket, and that he later was 
among a group of men ordered 
to cremate Bose's body, Mr 
Tao said Mr, Chang does not 
know what was done with toe 
ashes. 

Another Taipei map, Mr, I>an 
fng-YI, 49 r told Mr, Tao that h# 
was digging trenches for the 
Japanese at the airport on 
August IS, 1945, when he saw 
flames from a crashed air, 
plane. He said he was told 
.later that some ranking officer* 
end an Indian were aboard. 

Investigations into Bose’* 
disappearance have been going 
on for nearly 2d year** J* 
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MINISTRY OP BXi'SRNAL AFFAIRS 
(East Asia Divsion) 


HINDU STAN STAND ARD GALCUTT A 

Dated: / I 









Indian MP 
doubts Netaji’s 
death in Taipei 

TAIPEI, JULY m— Netajl 
Subhas Chandra Bose, reported 
killed in an air crash here 28 
years ago, might still be alive 
and tinder detention In the 
Soviet Union, according to a 
visiting Indian member of Par- 
liament, reports Renter* 

The MP, Mr Samar Cuba, 
said there was no convincing 
evidence that Netegi Bose died 
In the plana crash, 

Mr Guha said Netaj! Bose 
might have flown to the Soviet 
Union to seek Russian help in 
rklding India of British rule. 

It was possible that be was 
under detention somewhere in 
Siberia, Mr Guha added. 

But a former Japanese Army 
private said In a newspaper in- 
terview published here he had 
seen Netaji Bose's* body. 

Chang Chuan, 48, of Taipei, 
told the United Dally News he 
had been on cremation detail 
*?nd that Netajf Bose's body 
was cremated in Taipei three ■ 
days after the crash, 

A commission of Inquiry form- 
ed in India to determine Netaji 
Bose's fate will arrive here on 
Wednesday to carry out laves- 
ligations. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 



INDIAN EXPRESS 

Dated* •••»•••* 


NEW DELSI 
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Khosla panel 
looking for 
Netaji’s nurse 

TAIPEI, July 13 ((AP). 

The Indian mission Invest Igaling 
the fate o l Netajl Subhash Chan- 
dra Bose, who disappeared in 
1&4B, Is looltlns for a former Japan- 
ese army nurse believed to be the 
'♦Witness’ 1 in an Investigation re* 
port published In I95(h 

J Tf we can locate the imrse, our 
mission here would be completed,’ 
said the group’s spokesman. tH Thr 
Government hare is trying to help 
us/ 

Hie nurse. Identified R3 Cheng Pi. 
hsla. reportedly attended on Nets* 
j) at a Japanese army hospito! 
in Taipei, where reports ml & he 
was taken after a plane crash on 
August IS, im. 

According to the 1S5S report 
which the spokesman said wav 
complied by an Indian Journalist 
who visited Taipei In 1946. the 
nurse said she saw Netsji died 
shortly alter the crash. 

No further 1 den tinea Lion of the 
nurse was given in Lhe 1956 re- 
port. She was reported td have , 
been in her mid SO s at the Ume el 
the crash. 

The inquiry commission, headed 
by Mr O. D. Kt^osla, held heal- 
ings eh day today, its third day . 
in Taipei. _J 


« 


<y 



V 


V 



V 
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"Netaji probe body 
looking for a . 


Japanese nurse 

TAIPET . JULY 13.— The 
Indian mission investigating the 
late ol Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose, who disappeared in 1&I5, 
is looking for a former Japanese 
Army nurse believed to be the 
1 ‘witness” in an investigation 
report published in 1956, says 
AP, 


“If we can locate the nurse, 
our mission here will be com- 
pleted” said the group's 
spokesman. ‘'The Government 
here is trying to help us.”' 

The nurse, identified as 
Cheng Pi-hsia* reportedly at- 
tended on ftetaji at a Japanese 
Army hospital in Taipei, where 
reports said he was taken after, 
a plane crash on August 18,1945/ 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(East Asia Divsion) 
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HI NDUSTAN S TANDARD CALCUTT A 

Dated t / % ~~ 7 ~7 ? 
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i\o proof found 
of Netaji’s death 
, in Taipei : Guha 

TAIPEI, JULY 17.— The 
Mission inquiring into the fate 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Boss 
has 14 found no proof whaU 
soever’* that Netaji died in 
Taipei, Mr Samar Guha, MP 
and mission aide, said today, 
reports AF. 

Japanese reports in 1945 
said Bose died in a plane 
crash in Taipei while fleeing 
from British authorities, 

“‘Some reports by British 
and US intelligence hinted 
Bose has escaped from Taipei 
to the Soviet Union”, Mr Guha 
eaid in a written statement 

Mr Guha is now in Taipei 
to assist the inquiry mission 
headed by Mr G- D Khosla, 
who did not comment on the 
possibility of Bose’s death in 
5£e reported crash. 

The mission arrived in Tai- 
pei on July 11 and has ques- 
tioned 15 persons, who claim 
to have knowledge of Bose's 
d'^alh or the plane crash. 
Taipei is the mission's seventh 
and dual investigation site. 

A debate on Bose’s reported 
death will he held in Septem- 
ber In India, Mr Guha said. 

Thte mission visited Singa- 
pore, Rangoon, Saigon, Japan, 
Kuala Lumpur and Bangkok* 

The eight-member group 
will leave for India tomorrow. 

1 .1 
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Ministry of External Adairs 
(East Asia Division) 


Hindustan Times, Nev Delh i 

> 91 


Dated: 
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etaji death 
in Taipei not 
established 

TAIPEI, July IT (AP) — The 
mission inquiring Into the fate of 
Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose has 
"foundgiio proof whatsoever" that 
he dflfi ff in Taipei, Mr Samar Guha, 
WfT *& id today. 

Japanese reporta in 1945 aaid 
Netajl died in a plane crash in 
Taipei while fleeing from British 
authorities. 

"Some reports by British and 
US. Intelligence hinted B6se had 
escaped from Taipei to the Soviet 
Union/* Mr Guha aaid in a 
written statement 
‘ Mr Guha U now in Taipei to 
assist the inquiry mission headed 
by Mr G. D. Khojla, who did not 
comment on the possibility of 
Bose's death in the reported crash. 

The mission arrived in Taipei on 
July H and has questioned IS per- 
sons who claim to have knowledge 
of Bose's death or the piano crash. 

Taipei is the mission’s seventh 
and final investigation aite. 

A debate on Bose** j reported! 
death will be held in September 


In India. Mr Guha said. 
The mission yiaT m 

Rangoon, Saigon, 

Lumpur and Bangkok. 

The eight-member group 
leave for India tomorrow. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


The Patriot . New Delhi 

Dated: \ V V 7 3 


No proof of 
Netaji death in 

Taipei 

TAIPEI, July 17 (API 

"THE mission inquiring into the 
* fate Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose has “found no proof what- 
soever” that Bose died in Taipei, 
Mr Samar Guha, MP f mission 
aide, said today, 

Japanese reports in 1945 said 
Bose died in a plane crash in 
Taipei while fleeing from the 
British authorities, 

“Some reports by British and 
US intelligence hinted Bose had 
escaped from Taipei to the So- 
viet Union ” Mr Guha said in a 
written statement, 

Mr Guha is now in Taipei to 
assist the inquiry mission headed 
by Mr G- D, Khosla, who did 
not comment on the possibility 
of Bose’s death in the reported 
crash. 

The mission arrived in Taipei 
on 11 July and has questioned 15 
persons who claim to have know- 
ledge of Rose's death or the 
plane crash, 

Taipei is the mission’s seventh 
and final investigation site, 

A debate on Bose’s reported 
death will be held in Septem- 
ber in India, Mr Guha said. 

The mission visited Singa- 
pore, Rangoon* Saigon, Japan, 
Kuala Lumpur and Bangkok* 

The eight-member group will 
leave for India tomorrow. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(East jisia Division) 


T^IMES OF INDIA. NEW DFTHT 

* DATED : 1 ~ 7 7 


tVrong Address 


'ST. 


H° W V e<d ese misunderstandings' 1 
can be created between conn- 
jtnes unwittingly has once again 
been denwnsiiated by a bureaucrat 
* j’«tV W ihe one-man 
5? m! £ n %f consisting 

i Thief r 't. ^ Khosia. a former 
| Court. J ° f the Pun * ab H 'gh 

Many readers perhaps need to 
be reminded that Mr. Khosla has 
been busy For some time invesii- 

rh'nrf„ „ he,hef Neiaji Subhas 
ynandra Bose is dead or alive 

Por ■I s pu J p ‘, ,se ' he - along With 
some aides, had gone to Taiwan 



where Mr* Bose is said to have 
died in a plane crash 28 ^carsi 
ago. Blit his labours in Taiwan 
were practically ruined even before 
they began. The authorities there 
all but turned him back. 

This was because they took seri- 
ous offence to a letter addressed 
to them by the commission's se- 
cretary. For, it bore the address: 
"The Government of Taiwan 1 ’, not 
‘The Republic of China” which 
is the proper official nomencla- 
ture 1 

There may be something entirely 
pathetic about the Taiwanese pic- 
tension of ruling the entire land- 
mass of China; but anyone want- 
ing to do official business with 
iatpei must be prepared to res- 
pect its sensitivities, 

* Other governments are not less 
1 sensitive by any means. For exam- 
ple, ihe government of Iran once 
got very angry because someone 
called it the government of Persia. 

There was a tune when Pakistani 
officials and diplomats took delight 
in referring to this country as 
Bharat rather than India. But the 
practice ended abruptly after a curi- 
ous exchange of letters between the 
late Raja Ghaxnafar Ah Khan and 
Mr. Mohammed Yunus, who ihtn 
hdaded the Pakistani and Indian 
embassies in Baghdad respectively, 

Mr, Yunus, now secretary to the 
lFo reign Trade Ministry, received a 
letter from Mr* Khan describing 
him as “Charge D* Affaires of 
Bharat,” and promptly sent a reply 
to “the Ambassador of Qabristan 
(graveyard)/ 1 

Travel Bug 

INCIDENTALLY, it is far from 
dear why Mr, Khosla should 
have taken the trouble to go to Tat 
wan at all. 

Any record that the Taiwanese 
government still has about the plane 
crash in which Mr. Bose is suppos- 
ed to have died could be easily ob- 
tained through the post— provided, 
of course* that the request was ad- 
dressed to the appropriate authori- 
ity in Taipei “properly* 1 * 

But it seems that* having under- 
taken a leisurely tour of several 
South-East Asian countries includ- 
ing Singapore, Thailand* Malaysia 
and South Viet Nam, the Khosla 
commission bpuld not have lei; 

T a i wan out or T ts i t r nera ry 
Indeed* the truth is that as soon 
as a commi&ion of any kind is 
appointed these days it gets bitten 
by the travel bug; its members 
usually find some pretext or the 
other to go abroad. 

Some M.P.s, asked to investigate 
the possibility of inland EvivigaUon 
in this country two years w 
nrompdy the Prime Minis- 

tcr’s permission to go tip Europe t<^ 
study river navigation there! 

. The rate at which things are 
irvg wrong at Pa lam airport is/jg 
sure indication that a htfjb*Ppweim 
delegation of the Civil Aviation 
Department will soon depart hH 1 
foreign tends *0 n Studv m depLh 
the problem of die safety ol atr 
travel,. ' I m — ■SSKS 
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T.C.A. Rangaehari 
Third Secretary 


( ^ foicfr fill’s} 

TO 


*&> 


No . HON. 551(1 )/71 



7 Qp 

COMMISSION OF INDIA 

304, AIA BUILDING T, STUBBS HOAD, 

J/2r-|t/ 1oNG kon g 

Uated 7i 6 ^l?«3 Eas,j;7J 

J“ly 6, 1973 .^01 











I a® enclosing photostat copies of news reports 
regarding the visit of the Netaji Enquiry Commission to 
Taiwan and translations of reports from the Ta Kung Pao 
and the Hong Kong Times regarding the same. The Ta Kung 
Pao report is an AFP despatch while the Hong Kong Times 
is a CNA despatch. The same item has also been carried 
by the Wah Kiu Y a t Po based on a Pan Asia despatch and 
the Sing Tao Jib Pao based on the CNA despatch; The 
contents are more or less the same as the Ta Kung Pao 
and the Hong Kong Times* 


t*\r 








it) 'iJkl, F ml . 

\L 

Shri V. Mambiar, vv fyf . 
Under Secretaiy (FE)/^ 
KEA (Videsh Mantralaya)> 
New Delhi. 





Yours sincerely, 
-T.C.A. Rar^g/chari) 
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Hong Kong Tim*s 

CNA. Taipei - 3rd July, 1973 (Translation) 


India will send officials to Taiwan to investigate 

the circumstances of Bose’s death. 

Seven members of the Investigation Commission appointed 
by the Government of India, will fly to Taiwan on the 11th of 
this raonthjin order to investigate the death of Bose? a leader 
of the "Free India" movement, 28 years ago in a plane crash 
in Taiwan. 

The Head of this Commission appointed by the Government of 
India is Justice Khosla and it is expected that the members of the 
Commission would stay in Taiwan for a week. It is hoped that 
people from various walks of life who have any information regarding 
Bose would give it to the Commission. 

The Commission also hopes that the concerned bodies of the 
Government would also give the necessary assistance. During the 
concluding years of the Second World War Bose planned to have an 
alliance with Japan - and with the help of the Japanese might expel 
the British forces frap India, and because of this lie came to Japan 
and Taiwan to have contacts with the Japanese. On the 18th August, 
1945, the Japanese plane in which Bose was flying crashed near 
Taiwan but the circumstances are not clear. 






Ta Kung Pao - 3rd utrly, 1973 ~ Translation 
Indian Delegation will visit Taiwan 


The Taiwanese English language daily, China Daily News, today 
reported that an official Indian delegation will arrive here on the 
11th of July to investigate the death of an Indian national leader. 


It is said that this Indian leader died in an air crash which 

was 

occurred in Taipei on the 18th of August, 1945, whi clothe third day 
after the declaration of the unconditional surrender by Japan* 


This Indian leader is called Bose and during the Second World 
fnr -■ 

War he was the leader of the "Free India" movement l vh -ieh was pro J apanese 
and was the leader of the Indian national array. The "Free India" 
movement was based in Singapore. 

Tiie C Irina Daily News said that the circumstances in which the 
plane crashed in Taipei was not clear. Thi& Indian investigation 
team is led by Justice Khosla and he would visit Taiwan from the 
11th to the 17th of July. The aim of his visit to Taiwan is the 
hope that they would be able to attain some evidence regarding tfce 
Bose's air crash. 


***** 



V. K. Naabiar, 

Under Secretary (PE) \ ) 

July 12, 1973 



Thank you very much for your letter 
No*H0N*55i(i )/7i dated 6th July 1373, enclosing 
news reports In the Kona Kou a Times and Ta Rung Pao 
on the visit to Taiwan of the Netaji Enquiry 
Commission . It will be interesting to see if the' 
Chinese react to this "official" visit of the 
Commissi on to T alp eh. 


Star! T.C.A. Bangacharl , 
Third Secretary, 
Commission of India, 
■Jong Kong. 


Yours sincerely. 



(V. K'. Naabiar) 

% 




T> I 

£ cjj. 




\ 


Imme diate 

No. F.24/6/71-P0LL.II 

Government of I nd ia/Bharat Sorkar. 

Ministry of Home Affairs/Grih Mantralaya. 

• #.» 

Now Delhi 110001, 17 July, 1973 

Asadha , 1895 

^ • OOHRIGONDUM 

, ^ — w * 

f * t " m ^ 

Subjects Visit of the Netaj i Induiry Commission . 
to Taiwan - (Formosa) . 




In this Ministry* 3 Order No, 24/6/7l-Poll,II, 
dated the 15th Juee, 1973, on the subject mentioned 
above, for the existing para 4, the following para 4 
may be substituted!- 

”4 The expenditure involved will be debited to 
major head "71“ -G. Miscellaneous*^.! -Special 
Commissions of Enouiry - Commission to e noire 
into the circumstances leading. to the disappearance 
of Netaj i Subash Ch and ft Bose in 1945 - .under 
Grant No, 51-0thor Expenditure of the Ministry 
of Home affairs for 1973-74 and will be met 
by re -appropriation from the sanctioned budget 
grant of the Ministry of Home Affairs for the 
year 1973-74." 




-UNDER ^ 


( ASOK GUPTA ) 
oECRSTxiRY TO THE GOVERNMENT ‘CP INDIA, 


No. ?.24/6/7l-Poll.II 
Copy to!- 


Dated! 


(j July, 19?3 


1. 

2, 

3. 

4. 

5. 
5 . 

7.; 

^84 


9 . * 

10 . 


Tie Accountant General, Central Revenues, New Delhi. 

The Treasury Officer, New Delhi. 

Tie Ministry of Finance (Department of Expenditure ), 

New Delhi ’ 

Tbc Min-'stry of Finance (Department of Economic 
Affairs), New Delhi. 

The Reserve Bank of India, New Delhi. 
m ‘ e finance Section. Ministry of Home Affairs. 

e Accounts. I Section, Mims try of Home affairs. 

The Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi 
(Shri 3.K. tlppal, Under Secretary). . . . 

Sbri G.D. Khosla, Chairman, Netaj i Inquiry Commission. 
S^ri S.L. Choora, Secretary, Netaj i Incu iry Commission. 


* 


*. # 2 /- 


> 


\ 


rv , 


-! 2 

11. Shri T.R, Bias in, Counsel C/O Secretary! Netaji 
Inquiry Commissi on, 

12. Shri II, L, Anand, f,S, to Chairman, Netaji Inquiry 
Commission 1 , 

, » ^ * - 

13. Shri H.L. Kundra, ?,A. to. O'* airman, Netaji Inquiry 
Commission, New Delhi, 

14. Netaji Inquiry Comission, New Delhi. 

*] ( o 

( AS0K GUPTA ) 

UNDER SnCR'TARY TO TIU GOVSREENT OF INDIA. 

No. F.2-V6/71-|ollUI Dated! //July, 1973 

Coyiv forwarded for information and necessary 
action tbs- 

Thc Commission of India, Hong Kong. 

oh I y$ 

( ASCK GUPTA ) 

UNDER SECRETARY TO THE GOT/EKN2ENT OF INDIA, 

"Lamba” 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


In continuation of our discussions today, 
I am forwarding a copy of a note recorded in this 
Ministry on the discussion which ve had with 
Mr, Justice G. D. Khosla on the 2£)th July, 1973, 
corcerning 3hri Samar Guha's latest allegations 
on the Ret&ji Inquiry Commission, 




(K, la) 

Director (E.A.) 
Tel. No. 374468 






dated 28th July, 1973 


A* KftMMhl 
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Ministry of External Affairs 

(East Asia Division) 


2 telephoned Mr. Justice G. D, Khosla today at 
U00 P.M. and mentioned to him that 3hri Sumar Ouha, MP f had 
tabled a Calling Attention Notice in the Lok Salta and 
because of this the Minister of State had asked me to contact 
him for such information on the Retail Consni salon's visit to 
Taiwan as he may be able to gi v e to ree. Justice 0, D, Khosla 
vary kindly came to the Ministry at S.45 PM and in the 
presence of TJB(FE) we had a detailed discussion on the points 
raised by 3hri Sumar Ouha as also on all aspects of the visit 
to Taiwan. 

3, Justice Khosla said that last year he had asked to 

go to Taiwan in order to sec the spot where the aircrash was 
said to have taken place as also to verify a lengthy statement 
by Shri S&tyancTayan 3 inha which had been made before the 
Commission. Hevhad his own doubts about the veracity of this 
statement. When the proposal regarding the visit had been 
dropped last year he lied no serious objections to this and 
when a copy of Shri Sumar Cuba's letter to the PM was sent 
to him last year he told the Ministry of Home Affairs that 
he had no reaction to offer, 

3. Justice Khosla went on to say that he had no 

Independent information on the witnesses available in Taiwan 
and had repeatedly told Shri Sumar Ouha that he would be 
responsible for locating and producing the witnesses which 
3hri Guha had said were available in Taiwan, Before the visit 
took place } Shri Guha produced the names of some witnesses and 
the Commission wrote to them. 2t later transpired that some 
of these witnesses were not available while others appeared 
before the Commission. 

4* Shri Guha reached fa Ivan via Japan three days before 

the Conan is s ion arrived there* Shri Guha contacted a number 
) of people (including perhaps fete Taiwanese officials) and 
also gave a press conference where he outlined his own thesis. 
(Shri Guba has long held the view that Hetajl is not dead and 
that even if he has died, it was not in the 1945 aircrash). 
Justice Khosla saw a report on Shri Guha's press conference 
in the Taiwan papers and subsequently obtained a full 
transcript of those remarks. This is available with Justice 
Khosla. Justice Kholla also mentioned his own view that 
Shri Guha had placed the Commission in an embarrassing position 
by Implying that his views were shared by the Commission. 
However | Justice Khosla felt that we should not highlight 
this point in any way*. 

S. A number of witnesses appeared before the Commission 

in Taiwan and sittings were held during the mornings and 
afternoons, Including a full day session on Sunday* Apart 
from those witnesses who appeared in response to earlier 
approaches to them, some witnesses voluntarily came forward 
to give evidence nfter reports on the Commission's Inquiries 
ware published In the Taiwanese press* The witnesses were 
extremely cooperative and the Commission encountered no 
difficulties in recording their evidence. 


< .-'V ‘ 
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6 . the only point where the Go ^ i ?* io ® csri % iJ j 5 ® 
contact with Taiwanese officials was at the tlw*» of the 
visit to the airport where the lS46 crasn took pUos, 

This place Is a high security area bat the v.oie*ii*ion vae 
allowed to visit it and to drive around in 

thn Commission* s questions regarding the wind direction, 
alignment of old and new run-veys, etc. , we anawerjd 
and the Commission experienced nr' difficulty durjag this 
airport visit. The Comm lesion also visited the 
cremator low where Hetaji’s body was allegedly oieuated. 
However* unlik** what app'fjred in aoiso press reports in k 
India the Commission did not ad-roas any * 

letter to the Taiwan authorities, , , 

7, There was no restriction on the muv e twner o± tn# 
Commission either because of secret Instruct < sns or for any 
ether reason. In fact there were io secret Instructions, 


8, Justice Khosla added that a uent ion was nu-.de 

by Shri Guha of a nurse \ho attended or Het&jl before he 
died. The whereabouts of this nurse oould not be foundj 
in fs.ct it, Is extremely doubtful if any such nurs» . 

-existed, -fecgr.re two witnesses vhc nr.ve witness before me/a**v 
In Taiwan eateroriCRlly stated that only rale nurses vera 
working In the military hospital in 3946 end there were 
no female nurses «t all, Shri Guha feels Heteji Is «tlll 
alive somewhere. Certainly the evidence examined 
supported the theory that tfetaji died In an aircrash at 
Talpal on the 18th August , 1945. Howeve'. this evidence 
was of a hearsay nature. There was no evidence to 1 

counter this story yjlther direct- or otherwise, 

9* X asked Justice Khosla if tne Commission had 

any difficulties in locating the documents, a point which 
had been mentioned In the 32 MP*s mnnorandtm to the 
Prime Minister in Kay, 1979. Justice Khosln replied 
that at no stage was it specified to him by Shri Guha or 
any^ one* else a- to what particular document he should try 
and locate. In the absence of any indication at all he 
could not simply try and go through all the archives of 
the Taiwan authorities. This was impossible. 

10. I thou asked Justice Khosla whether the suggestion 

from the Government that it would be better for the 
Commission to make its own arrangements and not to use 
any intermediary organisation had caused any difficulties. 

He replied that this had caused no oroblem at all since the 
purpose of approaching an intermediary organisation was 
only to moles the physical arrangements for the visit. 

These arrangements were made in fret through travel agents 
and through one Shri Frit am Singh who is a partner 
stationed in Taiwan of the tie Hour Kong Indian firm of 
Harililas. On the other hand certain non-official 
organisations in Taiwan did show courtesy to him. The 
Bar Council of Taiwan held a function in his honour. He 
vas also entertained to tea by the Sino-Indian-Burma- 
Srl Lanka Cultural and Economic Association. The local 
Indian community also entertained him to a dinner. 

• • •• 3 /- 
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XI. Summing up bis conversation Justice Khosla stressed 

the following points: 

1) The Commission received the fullest cooperation 
from the people of Taiwan and many witnesses were 
examined, Including some who turned up on their 
own after news about the Commission's visit was 
pnhl tsbed. 

ii) The Commission did not feel that any restrictions 
had been placed on it by the Indian Government 
or by anyone else, There was siBmly no truth 
in the charge that anyone had triad to "sabotage” ■ 
the visit* 

lit) Perhaps Shri Cuba was making his allegations 

because the witnesses who were examined did not 
suooort his pet theories. However this was only 
a personal observation and we need not nubllcisey 
) this in any way* 

lv) The Commission does uct deal with foreign 

governments since the mandate given to it, while 
very extensive within India, does cot extend 
outside the country. Even in the ease of the 
Commission's visit to countries such as Japan, 
arrangements were made necessarily through the 
Indian Embassy concerned because the Commission 
had no authority to call upon a foreign government 
to furnish information. In the case of the visit 
to Taiwan, obviously there was no Indian Mission 
available to furnish such help because there are 
no political relations between India and Taiwan* 
Therefore, the Commission made its own 
arrangements. 

v) So secret directives were issued to the Commission. 
Bather the Commission reached its own decision 
that it would have to depend on private channels 
since the Commission could not approach a foreign 
government and no Indian Mission was available 
for assistance in tile case of Taiwan. However, 
within trio limits of what was possible, the 
visit to Taiwan yielded certain results. 

vi) The visit to Taiwan book place at the insistence 
of 3irl Guiaar Cuba and others. The onus was on 
Shri Guha for producing useful witnesses. 

hL*- 

(X. x. », Ran e) 
Director (E. A.) 

25. 7. 1973 
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COMMISSION OF INDIA 

304. Al A BU1LDINO 1. STUBBS ROAD. 
HONG KONG 
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Subject:Netaji Enquiry Commission 
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The Netaji Enquiry Commission returned from Taipei yesterday 
and left, as scheduled, for India today. 

2. The Commission wa3 very satisfied with its visit to Taipei. 

The Commission was treated wry well and was provided with all the 
facilities. Eleven witnesses were examined so much so that it became 
necessary for the Commission to sit both morning and afternoon on all 
the days. The Commission was permitted to visit the airport (the scene 
of the aircrash) .The sittings of the Commission received good coverage 
in the local press. 

3. So far as I Can gather, nothing startling emerged in the evidence 
given by the witnesses; most&f it appeared to be hearsay. 

4 . Again, so far as I can gather, the Taiwan authorities did not 
attempt to make any political capital out of the commission's visit. I 
understand that some feelers were put out enquiring whether the 
Commission would like to call on theGovernor of Taipei; Mr. Justice Khosla, 
naturally, did not encourage such feelers. He kept himself strictly to 
the work of the Commission. 

5. One interesting thing is that Mr. Justice Khosla and Mr. Bhasin, 
the senior counsel of the Commission, were both full of praise for the 
trouble taken by Mr. pritam Singh, it appears that Mr. Pritam Singh was 
with the Commission all the time, acted as interpreter and made alp the 
administrative arrangements for visits etc. According to the Commission, 
he spared no effort in ensuring that the visit was a successful one. 

Mr. Justice Khosla went so far as to say that having Mr. Pritam Singh 
wa3 as good as having a representative of an Indian Mission. 

6. The Commission and the team were entertained to a tea by the Bar 
Council and to ano ther tea by the Sino-India-Burma-Sri Tanka rinltnral and 
Ec onomic, sso ci a tip n . They were also entertained to a dinner by the~ local 
Indian community . 

7. The local Indian community has given a small present to the 
Prime Minister which Mr. Justice Khasla is taking with him for handing over 
to FM. I understand that the Indian community mentioned to Mr. Justice 
Khosla their unhappiness at the question of issue of visas to people from 
Taiwan. They appear to have pointed out that while Indians have no 
difficulties in visiting Taiwan for business or cultural purposes, 
individuals from Taiwan are put to great difficulties in going to India. 


. . contd 


Mr. Khosla mentioned to me that he proposes to refer to 
this matter when he meets the prime Minister. 

[ S. A certain element of politics doe’s appear to have come 

I in through the activities of Mr. Samar Guha, M.p. Mr, Guha does 
1 not appear to have passed through Hong.Kong but seems to have gone 
\ to Taipei from Tokyo. He, of course, has a political interest in 
lithe Netaji Enquiry Commission. He appears to have given a press 
conference wherein he implied, almost as if it was the view of the 
Commission that the alleged death of Netaji was a cover-up operation 
by the Japanese. Mr. Khosla was not very happy with the issue of 
this press statement, Mr, Guha also appears to have called on the 
Governor of Taipei and other political personalities. He also 
participated in a rally of about 3,000 people on "captive people of 
i the uirld" . When I get hold of some publicity given by the KMT 
^authorities to Mr. Guha* s visit, I will forward it to you. 

Kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


(L.N. Hangar aj an ) 


Shri K.K-.S. Rana, 

Director (Ea) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
fjaw DalV)i - 
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SECRET 

K. K. S. Harm* 
Director (Bast Asia) 

No. 



6th August, 1973 




Thank you for your letter No. HON. 561(1) /7l dated 
July 19. 1973, concerning the visit of the Netajl Inquiry 
Commission to Taiwan. 


2. Since receiving your letter there have been a number 
of developments on this here in New Delhi. Mr. Samar Guha 
has addressed a lengthy letter to PM and/renly is being sent 
to all the points of criticism which he has raised. The 
information which you have provided has been most useful. 

3. It took us a little while to figure out the identity 
of Mr, Pritam Singh to whom you have referred in paragraph 5. 
The Division f s "Hong Kong hands" thought this might be the 
person who is with the Hong Kong Government and Is also 
perhaps associated with the TV and radio. It was only after 
Mr, Justice G. D. Khosls spoke of the assistance which he 
received from various private individuals that we realised 
that this was an individual working with the firm of Harllilas 
and that he is stationed in Taiwan. 

* 

4. In any case Mr. Justice Khosla has made it abundantly 
clear to us that the visit vent off well end that he is very 
grateful for all the assistance which he received, including 

of course your own discreet hole to the Commission in Hong 
Kong. 

/ 


Shri L, N. Hangar a Jan* 
Commissioner of India, 
SQRq K0i?C . 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


The Patriot T New Delhi 



Dated: 



*Bcse enquiry 


body's freedom 

scuttled', 
says Guha 


h CALCUTTA, July 22 (UNI)— 
Socialist leader Samar Guha.MP 
today accused the de : 

p arlmeot_o f the T ExteTnariAirairs 
M inis try- of "deliberately attemp- 
twp to sabotage" the \york of 
ithe Netaji inquiry commissi on 
J in Taiwan by issuing “secret 41- 
lirectives” to the commission. 


Mr Guha, who is also the con- 
vener of the national committee 
to assist the inquiry commission 
headed by Mr Justice G. D. 
Khosla regretted that although 
the Prime Minister took personal 
| initiative to facilitate the com* 
mission^ visit to Taipei this par- 

D ticular department “scuttled” the 
commission's freedom. As a result 
the functioning of the commis- 
sion at Taipei was virtually para- 
lysed, he added, 

Mr Giihay who was in Taiwan 
for 11 days along with the in- 
quiry commission said the de- 
partment by an order prohibi- 
ted the commission from addres- 
sing any letter to any depart- 
ment of the Government of Tai- 



wan or any non-official associa- j 


tion seeking their co-operation. J 


* He alleged that such directives 
not only circumscribed the inde- 
pendent judicial authority of the 
commission, but largely frustrat- 
ed its work in Taiwan, 



X 
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ministry of external affairs 

(East Asia Divsion) 

* » * i 

Sa*BggS#;_S TAi;oiau> — Calcutta 

Dated *~3 /]7 /? 3 


/ / * ^ 

Netaji inquiry sabotage 

charges against Ministry 


From A Staff Reporter 

Frof + Samar Guiia, making a 
serious allegation agamst U» 
External Attain* Ministry, said 
a section dealing with East 
Asian affairs of the Ministry 
made deliberate efforts to sabo- 
tage the work of t he Com mis- 
slon <rf Inquiry set up by the 
Government of India to probe 
the reported death of Netaji 
Sub has Chandra Bose, 

Prof. Guha, who is the con- 
vener of the. National Com- 
mittee to assist Netaji Inquiry, 
made this allegation while 
addressing a press conference 
at the Press Club, Calcutta, 
pn Sunday, 

Prof. Guha said that the 
commission recently went to 
Taiwan. The Bast Asia sec- 
tion issued an order to the 
commission prohibiting it from 
addressing any letter to any 
department of the Government 
of Taiwan or to any non- offi- 
cial association therein froift 
^JjnpW Wiffi the inquiry, 
"Such directive not only cir- 
cumscribed the independence 
of judicial authority of the 
commission hut It also very 
largely frustrated the work of 
inquiry in Taiwan, 1 ’ he pointed 
out 

Prof, Guha said that the 
commission could not function 
there properly because of this 
order imposed on It. “If the 
commission was not debarred 
from seeking the necessary co- 
operation from the Govern- 
| merit of Taiwan, the work of 
n the commission could have 
n been completed successfully to 
\ finally unravel the mysteries 
l jsur rounding the disappearance 
Jtof Netaji/’ he added. 

Prof. Guha told newsmen 
that the Government the peo- 


3 ^ of 


pJc and the Press i of T&iw 
tried their best to co oper, 
with the com mission. 

Prof. Guha said that th 
tacts placed before the preset 
uom mission and the eariim 
Netaji Inquii^r * Comm it to : 
varied widely relfttihg to dat^» 
time and location of the. alleg- 
ed plans crash, the napic of 
the medical unit where Netaji 
was reported to have been 
hospitalised, the date* and time 1 
of cremation of the reported , | 
body of Netaji and the text 
of the news of the plana Occi- 
dent. It was, therefore, 
hardly possible for them to 
accept the credentials of the 
Japanese news about the re- 
ported death of Netaji fn 
plane crash at Taipei, 
added. 
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Confidential 


Ministr y of 5xtemi^>,ff_£lrs 
( Csst Asia Division ) 


Badreraund-Jiffte on the visit of. .the Neta.ii 

Enquiry Commission to Taiwan : 


Justice G.D. Khosls»who constitutes the one-man 

-W\ |4ii2, 

Neta ji Enquiry Commission, suggested^/that the Commission 
should undertake e visit to severe! South-East Asian 
countries which were associated with the disappearance of 
keta.il in 1945, including Taiwan where, it was alleged, 
he had died in an air crash. 

2. Although the Government hed no objection to his 
visit to Taiwan, it was clarified that since India did not 
have any diplomatic relations with Taiwan, an official 
approach could not be made to the Taiwan authorities for 
the visit. 

2. Speaking in Parliament on the 10th May 1972, the 
Minister of State for Home Affairs told Shri Samar Guha and 
others in response to a Parliament Question that the real 
difficulty regarding the Taiwan visit was that the Taiwanese 
authorities wanted a formal request from the Government of 
Indie which could not be issued because of the absence of 
diplomatic r Istions between the two countries. Shri Samar 
Guha and some other MPs including Shri A*B. Vajpayee and 
Shri S.N. Mishra expressed dis-ssti sf action with the 
Gov ernment 1 s de ci si on . 

4. Subsequently a group of 22 Members of Parliament 

addressed a memorandum to the Prime Mini ster^stating that 

a visit of the Enquiry Commission to Taiwan t^s essential 

in order to examine three specific aspects: 

i) to study the topography of Taikoho airport 
■where the alleged air crash took place; 

ii) to examine some witnesses who were still 
alive; end 

iii) to examine war-time documents of the Japanese 
military authorities in Taiwan which were at 
present in the National Archives there. 


Confident! si 
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5. ^F.M. met Shri S.M. Banerjee, Shri Vajpayee and Shri 
risval Kish ore to discuss their memorandum to the P.M. FM. 
explained that the Government was not opposed to the Khosla 
Commission visiting Taiwan. In fact, we had tried to sound 
the Taiwan authorities informally but they raised two pre- 
conditions. Firstly, that the Government should make an 
official request; and secondly, that the Government should 
given an assurance on reciorocity for visits to India by 
Taiwanese. Such an assurance could not be given. Shri 
Vajpayee agreed that this was true end said that we might 
continue efforts to persuade Taiwan to give facilities. 

6. On the 5th July 1972, there appeared a press report 
in which it was said that Justice G.D. Khosla had decided 
that he would not renew his request for the visit to Taiwan 
since the Government had rejected it because it had no 
diplomatic ties with Taiwan. Therefore, although the visit 
to Taiwan was essential, the Commission would not issue a 
directive to the Government. It had no authority to do so. 

7. On September 6, 1972, Shri Ssmer Guha wrote to F*M* 
repeating the demand that the Commission should visit Taiwan 
so that there would be no limitations pieced on the enquiries 
of the Netaji Commission. 

’ 8. Subsequently, Shri S&ra&r Guha wrote to the Prime 
Minister and suggested that some alternative means could be 
utilised for the Commission to visit Taiwan with out directly 
approaching the Taiwan authorities. For instance, the 
Commission could visit on an invitation from (a) the- Formosa 
Buddhist Association; (b) the Civic Association; (c) the 
Chi is -India Cultural and economic Association; (d) the .'orld 
anti -Communist League of China. 

19. After this suggestion was examined in full, the 
Ministry of External Affairs agreed, that in a. communication 
addressed to the Ministry of Home Affairs, that the Taiwan, 
visit could take place if it was felt that the enquiry would 
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not be complete without the visit. Kovrever, we suggested 
to M.H.A. th st Ci) Ministry of E.A. X'/ould not be able to 
arrange for any facilities for the visit; (ii) that the 
Commission would have to use ordinary travel channels; 

(ill) it would be desirable for the Co mission not to depend 
on any in^ ermediary organisation for examining witnesses but 
to make their presence known in Taiwan end then examine such 
witnesses as are relevant to the case; end (iv) to caution 
the Commission not to have official contacts with Taiwanese 
leaders or Government officials, particularly the Foreign 
Ministry. 

10. These points were incorporated in a letter which the 
Minis try of H.A. addressed to Justice G.D. Khosla 
The Commission was told that the visit to Taiwan could take 
place if it was deemed essential. However, since the Government 
does not recognise Taiwan and has no official contacts with it, 
it would not be possible for the Government to arrange any 
facilities for the visit end the Commission would have to use 
the ordinary travel channels for visas, accommodation, etc. 

The Commission may not wish to use other channels directly for 
arranging such facilities. It should be noted, however, that 
we only put forward certain suggestions to the Commission and 
it would be misleading to treat these suggestions as 
"directives" from the Government. It was entirely proper 
for the Commission to have approached the Ministry of H.A. 
for advice on their foreign programme and the advice tendered 
by the Ministry of H.-a . was in full awareness of the 
Commission’s own powers to reach decisions. 




Will you please refer to your letter 
dated the 25th of July, 1973, addressed to the 
Prime Minister, regarding the Netajl Inoulry 
Commission's visit to Taiwan? 

I am sorry that you feel that the Commission's 
work was hampered In any way by any action on our 
pert. I am afraid, your Impression Is based on 
a misunderstanding and I thought I would give you 
some of the facts In respect of the matters raised 
by you. 

You are aware of the circumstances surrounding 
the Commission’s visit to Taiwan. In fact. It was 
through your efforts and advice that the Commission 
was able to make a visit to Taiwan and hold its 
sittings there In a satisfactory manner. 

As you know, we do not have diplomatic relations 
with Taiwan and have consistently held the view that 
the People's Republic of China is the sole legitimate 
Government of China and that Taiwan Is a Province 
of China. Because of this, neither the Government 
of India nor judicial bodies appointed by the Government 
of India can enter Into direct or formal contacts 
any time with the Government of Taiwan end Its 
departments. Here again, it was at your initiative 
that a formula was worked out which would make the 


visit possible on a private basis. Naturally, 
this entailed the cooperation of the Taiwan 
authorities and we are grateful to you for having 
contributed to such cooperation. We also appreciate 
the cooperation extended by the people of Taiwan 
and the various authorities who were concerned 
with the work of the Commission. 

4w<— 

In the political context mentioned Jay.yec, 
however, it was natural that we should advise the 
Commission not to make any formal approaches to the 
Taiwan authorities and to make an independent enquiry 
without enlisting the formal cooperation of any 
official or non-official body there. The Commission, 
in its judgement, accepted this advice. As you know, 
while the Commission has extensive powers to gather 
material evidence in India, it has no authority 
to compel the cooperation. of any foreign Government. 
In all its visits to foreign countries, therefore, 
the Commission had conducted its enmiiries with the 
assistance of the Indian Diplomatic Missions located 
abroad. In the case of Taiwan, this avenue was net 
available and the Commission had to rely on informal 
arrangements end on assistance of influential persons 
like yourself. 

I should like to emphasise at this stage that 
the fact that the Commission did not address a formal 
request to the Taiwan Foreign Ministry «r its East 


Asia Department, did not prevent the presentation of 
all available evidence to it. The Commission is, 
in fact, satisfied with the visit and with the 
response it received. 

* I "understand that the question of obtaining 
evidence and witnesses was discussed with you 
extensively by Mr. Justice Khosla before the 
departure of the Commission for Taiwan end he had 
stressed to you that the Commission was relying 
on you and your friends to help in gathering the 
available evidence. On the lists given by you, 
the Commission wrote to many witnesses in advance. 

While several of them turned up before the Commission 
in Taiwan, it was also fortunate that the publicity 
given to the Commission’s visit in various Taiwanese 
newspapers succeeded in attracting seme other witnesses 
all of whom gave evidence. 

I can assure you that no directive was given 
•from the Government to the Commission which inhibited 
it from extending its stay ih Taiwan, as feared by 
you. I am informed that the Commission decided 
against an extension beyond the nine days of its 
stay because it had no firm indication of the nature 
of any material evidence which might be produced in 
case the Commission stayed for an extra length of 
time. In any event, this was entirely an independent 
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decision of the Commission. Yon have referred 
in your letter to some vital documents which the 
Commission has asked the Government to sunnly to 
it. T have conveyed the relevant extract of your 
letter to the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Please rest assured that we in the Government 
fully share your desire that every possible effort 
should be made to assist the Commission in making 
the present inauiry into Netaji's disappearance 
a definitive 8nd an independent judicial study. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Svarsn Singh) 



Sbri Samar Guha, 
Member of Parliament, 
27, South Avenue, 

New Delhi-110011. 
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In ess&y 3S5* the Netaji Inquiry Commission 
which was set up by the Government to Inquire into 
the disappearance of Netajl Subash Chandar Bose 

4 1 , p ■> 

approached the Government for facilities to visit 
some foreign countries in order to carry out its 
assigned task. Taiwan was included in the list of 
places to he visited. The Government considered this 
and some informal enquiries were made. However t as 
stated in the Lok Sabha on the 10th May, 1972 by 
Shrl K. C. Pant, Minister of State for Home Affairs, 
certain difficulties arose over the Taiwan visit. The 
Taiwan authorities wanted a formal request from the 
Government of India which could not be issued since 
India has no diplomatic relations with Taiwan. 

9. Subsequently, en May, 1972, 32 Members 

of Parliament addressed a memorandum to the Prime 
Minister in which it was stated that if the Commission 
did not visit Taiwan it would not be able to reach 
positive conclusions. It was also pointed out that 
even in the absence of diplomatic relations, ways and 
means should be devised for arranging the visit to 
Taiwan. 

3. In early June 1972 the Foreign Minister met 

some op posit lon yParl lament leaders and mentioned to 
them that apart from the difficulty arising because 
of the lack of diplomatic relations, the Taiwan 
authorities had also put forward the pre-condition that 
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they would allow the Netaji Commission to visit Taiwan 
only if we gave an assurance on reciprocity for visits 
to India by Taiwanese. Obviously such an assurance 
could not be given, 

4. Thereafter on the 23rd December, 2S72, 

Shri Samar Guha wrote to the Prime Minister and made 

1 6 tU 

certain suggestions for an informal visit* The matter 


was once again examined In depth and in response to 
the strong demand from various quarters, as also the 
desire to enable the Commission to make a definitive 
) inquiry into Hie disappearance of Netaji Subash Chanda*. 
Bose, it was decided that the visit to Taiwan could 
take place* However, since the Government did not 
recognise Taiwan and had no official contacts with it, 
the Commission would have to use ordinary travel 
channels to arrange for visas, accommodation, etc. 

By announcing the dates of its visit and Inviting 
people having a knowledge about the terms of the 
inquiry to t ender evidence to the Commission, it was 
expected that the Commission would be able to discharge 
Its functions. 

5, Accordingly, the Commission has visited Taiwan 

f from the l®th to 18th July, 1973 after having arranged 
for its visas and other travel formalities in Hong Kong* 
The Commission was able to make all the arrangements 
in a very satisfactory manner and obtained the 
assistance of various non-offlclals, Including some 
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overseas Indians. There was extensive coverage of the 
visit in the Taiwan press and the Commission not only 

examined certain witnesses whose names and addresses 

-fiaWy w 

) had been furnished^/by 3hri Samar GUha but also 
examined some witnesses who turned up on their own 

i. 

after learning of the Commission's visit to Taiwan. 

The Commission held morning and afternoon sittings, 
including a full day's session on a Sunday. 3hrl 
Samar Cuba who had reached Taiwan a few days before 
the Commission also held a press conference and assisted 
in the arrangements. 

€. We have learnt from Hr. Justice 0. D. Khosla 

that he was highly satisfied with all the physical 
arrangements of the visit. At no stage did he feel 
any constraints on him or that any attempt had been 
made by any agency whatsoever to "sabotage" the visit. 

He received full cooperation from the people of Taiwan. 
The authorities there also allowed to visit Taikoho 
airport which was the site of the 1945 alrcrash. 

7. As the House will be aware, the NetaJ i 

Inquiry Commission has the fullest authority to gather 
evidence relating to the disappearance of NetaJ 1 
\ Subash ChandKft. Bose. At the same time this mandate 
necessarily does not extend to foreign countries and 
the Commission has no powers to demand evidence from 
outside India. In all the foreign countries which the 
Commission has visited it has necessarily depended on 
the Indian Embassy concerned, to examine witnesses and 
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gather othe relevant evidence* In the case of 
Taivan, since there was no Indian Mission available 
vhlch could render this assistance) the Commission 
had to make its own arrangements. 

In a letter addressed by tho Ministry of 

' i 

Home Affairs to tho Commission In March 1973 lb was 
pointed out that the Ministry of External Affairs would 
not bo able to arrange any facilities for the visit at 
and the Commission would have to use ordinary travel 
channels* The Commission was advised not to depend on 
any inter-mediary organization for examining witnesses 
but rather to make its presence known in Taiwan and then 
examine such witnesses as were relevant to the case* 

The Commission was also cautioned not to have official 
contacts with Taiwanese leaders or Government officials, 
particularly the Foreign Ministry, While such advice 
given to an Independent judiciary body such as the Hetajl 

I 

Commission cannot be construed as "directives"^ It was 
entirely pnoper for the Government to bring to the notice 
of the Commission points which would have a bearing on . 
India's relations with foreign countries. In view of the 
fact that India does not recognize Taiwan, has full 
diplomatic relations with the People's Republic of China 
and has consistently held Taiwan to be a part of the 

PRC, it would have been improper for the Commission to 

"Uju W& 'tldA ■ 

xfcxtflt write directly to the Taiwan authorities* 

fb fal&x t 

Xt-w aa also suggest e d 1 tu ^the Commission that 
it might make its presence known in Taiwan and thereby 


ft 


mm 


5 -I- 


attract witnesses rather than rely on any lnter-medlary 
organization^ In fact the Commission Issued letters to 


various Individuals in Taiwan in advance of its visit, 
on the basis of a list supplied by Shri Guha. Some of 
these witnesses turned up to give evidence vrhilo a few 
others did not. In addition, there were witnesses who 
c ante up on their own after news about the enquiry had been 
published in Taiwanese newspapers, Shri Guha reached 




Taiwan a few days in advance of the Co omission and held 


a (conference and contacted various authorities in order 
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to assist the Commission. Justice Khosla was also 
honoured at receptions given by the India-China Cultural 
and 3oonomic Association and by the Taiwan 3ar Council. 

It is thus evident that the Commission did not encounter 
any lack of cooperation from the people of Taiwan and it 
felt no inhibitions or restrictions in its Inquiries. 

Shri Guha suggested to the Commission that it 
should extend its stay In Taiwan but because there was no 
firm indication of the types of witnesses or the evidence 
which might be produced if the Commission* s visit were 
prolonged, the Commission decided on its own authority 
to stick to Its original schedule of a nine-day stay In 
Taiwan. There were no secret directives from the 
Government in this regards. 

According to Justice Khosla the people of Taiwan 
gave him the fullest cooperation. He was also assisted, 
on an informal basis, by various authorities. While 
conducting Its sittings In Taiwan, the Commission did 


not feel that its activities had been circumscribed or 
inhibited through any Government directives* Justice 
Khoila also felt that the visit w&s fruitful and within 
the limits of what was possible it yielded certain 
results, even though no startling evidence emerged. 
Justice Khosla al 30 feels very strongly that the visit 
to Taiwan tools place at the repeated insistence of 
Shrt Samar Guha and he had made it absolutely clear 
to him ^that the responsibility for producing witnesses 
and other e widen c a was strictly on dhri Ouha because 

# i 

of his many promises that important evidence would be 
located if only the Commission were to visit Taiwan. 


MINISTRY OP EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
( SA DIVISION ) 


The main charges which Shrl Samar Guha hat raised 
against the Goverrment concerning the Netaji Commission's 
visit to Taiwan are listed below together with our replies 
to the points. 


AllarftUon 


Reply 


1) The Government issued /sec- 
ret directive to the Comml- 


1) In a letter issued In 
March 1973 after consulting 
this Ministry, MHA 
to the Commission that, care 
should be taken not to do 
anything which would lead 
to their visit being inteiv 
p re ted at involving official 
dealings with the Taiwan 
Government and to avoid 
official contacts with 
Taiwan Govemnent officials, 


sslon prohibiting it from 


writing to the Taiwah Govern- 
ment and its Foreign Ministry* 
The Talpeh Government did not 
want a formal letter from the 
Government of India but wanted 
that the Commission should 


write to the East Asia Dept, 
of their Government seeling 


cooperation. The Commission 
refused to write this letter. 



Ministry or other prominent 
leaders. This advice was 
entirely consistent with 
the fact that we have no 
diplomatic relations with 
Taiwan. The Commission fully 
agreed with this advice. 

Even without an official 
communication from the 
Commission, the Taiwan 
authorities permitted the 
Commission to visit the 
TAihoku airport which is a 
high security area. The 
Commission also visited the 
crematorium where Netaji 
is believed to have been, 
cremated. 


2) The Government prohibited 
the Commission from addressing 
any letter to any non-official 
association in Taiwan seeking 
their cooperation. 


2) When Shri Samar Guha 
wrote to PM in December, 1972 
suggesting alternate 
informal methods for the 
Commission's visit to Taiwan 


he indicated that a non- 
official body such as the 
Civic Assoela tlon, the 
Buddhist Association or the 
Chlna^India Friendship 
Assoclall on could be asked 
to act as host to tile 
Commission. After full 
consideration, we decided 
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that the Commission, should make its 
own travel arrangements and not 
depend on any intermediary 
organisation. We also suggested 
to the Commission that "it may not 
be dedrable to depend on any 
intermediary organization for the 
examination of witnesses." Instead) 
it would be better tor the 
Commission to announce the dates 
of their visit to Taiwan and 
invite those having information 
to tender evidence before it. The 
results of the Commission* s visit 
show that witnesses who were contacted 
earlier as also others who heard 
of the Commission* s enquiry came 
forward on their own to tender 
evidence. 

In fact, the Commission was 
given full cooperation by the 
people of Taiwan and receptions 
were held in honour of Justice 
Khosla by the Chlna-Indla 
Association as also the B*r 
Association of Taiwan. 


3) The Commission was 
requested to extend its 
sittings for a few days 
so that some more 
material could be found 
and important personnel 
could be located but 
the Commission refused to 
so due to the "strict 
directive" given to it. 


3) The re was no. directive from the 
Government obliging the Commission 
to restrict its visit. According 
to our information. Justice Khosla 
did not accept Shrl Samar Guha*s 
request for an extension because 
Shrl Ouha was unable to oonflm 
dojthat any material witnesses would v 
be located or even to indicate the 
type of evidence which might become 
available. It was the Commission* s 
ovn decision that it should stick 
to its originally scheduled 9-day 
stay In Taiwan. 


4) The Taiwan, authorities 
were annoyed because the 
Secretary of the Commi- 
ssion addressed a letter 
to the "Foreign Office, 
Gove run ent of Formosa, 
Taiwan. " 


4) In advance of the Taiwan visit, 
Shrl Guha gave the Commission a 
list of potential witnesses* At his 
suggestion, the Commission wrote 
to themjbut sh n s o the addresses 
of a few were not available, fit 
Shrl gjiha *5 suggestion, these 
letters were addressed to these 
individuals by name, care of the 
Foreign Office, Government of 
Formosa, Taiwan* The Secretary 
of the Commission also discussed 
this with the Under Secretary(Japan) 
in the MBA and he too did not 
suggest any different mode of 
address. 
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5) The people and Govern* 
raent of Taiwan showed an 
attitude of extreme good- 
will. friendship and 
eorftiallty to India and 
did not raise any 
political issues. However, 
the Commission was 
frustrated by MEA's 
directive which curbed 
its initiative and 
freedod* 


In the absence of diplomatic 
recognition, this was as good a 
means of addressing a letter as 
any other since, obviously, the 
Commission coula not have written 
to the "Be public of China" , which 
is the formal title preferred by 
the Taiwan authorities. The Taiwan 
authorities did not refuse to accept 
these le tterg. Moreover, according 
to the Chairman of the Consnlssion, 
he did not receive any direct or 
indirect protest or expression of 
displeasure from any Taiwanese and 
3hii Guha mentioned this only on one 
occasion to the Secretary of the 
Commission in Taiwan, 

5) According to JustlasdChosla, the 
people of Taiwan fully cooperated 
with the enquiry as did the 
authorities who were informally 
approached for faeilities^uch as 
the visit to- Taihoku airport. The 
Commission also received its visas 
in Hong Kong without any difficulty 
and these were given gratis . The 
Commission held full days' sittings 
throughout its visit, including 
Sunday, 
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August, 1973 




SU; Opp«l ; 


Please refer to your D.O. 



dated the 8th Hay, 1973 regarding the availability in U.K. 
of documents which can throw light on Neta^i's disanpearare 
in 1945. 

It is observed from the letter of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office enclosed with your letter under 
reference that the former have suggested that some of the 
papers in the two files mentioned therein can be/^t£48rhy a 
representative of the High Commission at the Departmental 
Record Office (Army), Ministry of Itefence Northumberland 
House, if he makes an appointment in advance. The Neta^i 
Inquiry Commission have enquired whether any representative 
of the Indian High Commission in .London visited the Department 
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Shri S.K, Uppal, 

Und er Secret ary ( J ) , 

Ministry of External Affairs 
Ndw Delhi. 
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P .L . Goyal , ^ 

Under Secretary (J) 


No .C/661 /6/72-JP. 


Dear Mrs . Mathai, 
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August 10,1973 
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We invite reference to your letter No.Pol/ 

69/9/7 dated May 3rd 1973 regarding some document* 
of interest to Retaji Inquiry Commission. 

2. The Retail Inquiry Commission has requested 
that as suggested in the enc XosuTe to your letter 
that 9 one relevant papers can be perused by a 
representative of the High Commission at the 
Departmental Record Office (Army), Ministry of Defence 
/if he makes Northumberland House/. In item (III) of the enclosure 
an appoint ement Statement X have since been obtained and sent by the 
In advance .They High Commission. If not, they would be grateful for 
have now asked the same to be obtained and sent to India. I am 
A if the documents enclosing a copy of item III (Encl.I) for your ready 


referred to 


reference . 

3. We would be grateful if you would take early 
action in the aatter as the Hetajl Inquiry Commission 
would like to get an expeditious answer. 


Sart. Helen X. Mathai, 
First Serretary (Pol) 

High Commission of India, 
London^. 




Enel. One 


Tours sincerely, 


Qie/ 
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Immediate. 
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ministry of home affairs 
(grih maniralaya) 

Poll**II Sec. 


Subject: News-item appeared in the Hindu dated the 
12th July, 1973 on the visit of the Netaji 
Inquiry Commission. ~ 


Reference Ministry'" : of External Affairs' 
U.O. No.C.55J/5/72-JPTclated the 17 th July, 1973, 
on the subject mentioned above. 


/ 


2. A copy of d.o. letter No. Ch./NIC/73, 

dated the 25th July, 1973 received from the 
Chairman, Netaji Inquiry Commission, which is 
self-explanatory, is enclosed, for information. 


Sd/- Asok Gupta. 
Under Secretary. 


Ministry of External Affairs (East Asia Division - 
Shri V.K. Narobiar. Under SecretarvfFE ) . 

MHA U.O. NO . 24/l V7T-P oTf.Tl . dated the 
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Section Officer. 
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Justice G.D. Khosla 
Chairman. 


D.O. No. Ch. /NIC/73. 

Government of India 

Netaji Inquiry Commission£ 1970) 

Dated the 25th July, 1973. 
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My dear Mukherji, 

As you know, I have just returned from a visit 
to Taiwan where I had gone to record some evidence in 
the Nateji case. In accordance with instructions issued 
by the Government, my visit was in a purely private 
capacity. The arrangements of my travel were made 
through travel agents and hotel accommodation was also 
arranged privately, Witnesses were requested to come 
before the Commission by means of private letters issued 
to them. At no stage durirwmy visit did I contact any 
Government agency in Taiwarv. 

I was, therefore, surprised on my return to 
Delhi to read£spmewhat misleading statement has been 
made that the conduct of a bureaucrat, namely, Shri 
Chopra, Secretary to the Commission, had created a 
neSdless misunderstanding between India and the Govern- 
ment of Taiwan, and that the Republic of China has 
taken umbrage at the manner in which some letters were 
addressed. The suggestion made in the newspaper re ort 
is that the Secretary addressed a letter to the Government 
of Taiwan and not to the Republic of China, which is 
the proper official nomenclature. 

It is not in accordance with judicial etiquette 
to enter into a controversy with newspaper reporters, 
and I have not chosen to contradict^ the insinuation 
made by the reporter that Shri Chopra, Secretary to the 
Commission, behaved in an improper or irresponsible manner, 
and that offence was caused to the Government of the 
Republic of China. I would, however, like to set the 
record right by stating the true facts so "feat that there 
is no reflection upon Shri Chopra* s conduct and the 
Government should know that he did not behave improperly 
in any manner. 


The visit was undertaken at the express insistence 
of Shri Samar Guha, who wrote a personal letter to the 
Prime Minister requesting that the Commission should be 
allowed to visit Taiwan. The purpose of the visit was 
to see certain spots which were relevant to the subject 
matter of the inquiry, and to examine whatever witnesses 
were available. Vie had no information about any witnesses 
and Shri Samr Guha was asked to provide a list. He 
accordingly gave a list. The addresses of some of the 
witnesses were not known, but Shri Samar Guha said that they 
had been working in the Foreign Office of the Government 
of Formosa previously. He suggested that the letters 
should be addressed to these persons c/o the Foreign 
Office, Government of Formosa, Taiwan. Shri. Chopra 
discussed this matter with Shri Uppal, Under Secretary 
(Japan), Ministry of External Affairs, and he too did 
not suggest a different mode of addressing witnesses in 
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Taiwan. Letters were accordingly sent to two 
or three witnesses c/o Foreign Office, Government 
of Formosa, Taiwan. No letter was sent to any 
Government official or to any representative of the 
Government of the Republic of China. 

*£ 

During my visit I received the utmost 
cooperation from every one who came into contact 
with me. The witnesses vere most willing to appear and 
stated whatever they knew. I was allowed to visit 
the airfield where the plane carrying Netaji was 
alleged to have crashed. I also visited the crematorium 
where it is said his remains were cremated. During 
my visit I and the staff of the Commission were enter- 
tained to a special Tea Reception by the Sino-Indo- 
Burma-Ceylon Cultural Association. I was also invited 
to a special function .by the Bar Association of Taipei. 

I received no direct or indirect protest or expression 
of displeasure from any one, and no one except Shri 
Samar Guha on one occasion mentioned that the 
Secretary had been wrong in addressing individuals 
in Taipei c/o the Foreign Office, Government of Formosa. 

| 

The onus of producing evidence before the 
Commission was on Sim Samar Guha, and he reached 
Taipei 2 or 3 days before my arrival. It seems that 
he was una le to find any witnesses who would support 
his theory of Netaji being still alive or at least 
not having died in an air crash on August 18, 1945. 

This naturally gave rise to a sense of frustration in 
* him, and he began to attribute his failure to 

something the Secretary to the Commission had not 
done. I may add that Shri Guha made a -very indiscreet 
and misleading statement to reporters at a press 
conference in Taipei. After reading some parts of 
this statement reproduced in the Taipei neswpapers I 
obtained a complete transcript of it and a reading 
of it astonishes me that a public person of his 
standing should have given utterance to such a statement. 

It therefore seems to me obvious that the 
newspaper comment was inspired by something which 
Shri Samar Guha must have said to some one. In 
any event, the matter is of no real importance but 
I have written this merely to vindicate the conduct 
of Shri Chopra, Secretary to the Commission, who acted 
in complete good faith and after consulting Shri Samar 
Guha and an Under Secretary of the Ministry of External 
Affairs* 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd/- G.D. Khosla. 

Shri N.K. Mukherji, 

Home Secretary, 

Government of India, 

New Delhi. 
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NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION (1970) 


f*f*§n 

fev#-? 


Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building 


Parliament Street, New Delhi-1 


AUGUST 9, 1973. 


Dear Shri Goel, 


I enclose copies of the photostat documents 
forwarded to me by Shri R-C. Iyer, Under Secretary, 
Ministry of Home Affairs* vide his d.o. letter 
No. 24/27/71-Poll. II dated the 4th June, 1973. These 
documents were reported to have been received by J 
Mrs. Helen J. Mathal, First Secretary (Political) 
in the High Commission of India, London. Relevant 
paragraph relating to the query made in my d.o. 
letter to Shri Ashok Gupta, Under Secretary, MHA, 
may be seen at item III of the enclosure, Statement I. 

I hope the papers will meet your requirements 
and we would be able to get further details of the 
documents asked for by this Commission, with the 
help of our London High Commission. 

With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 



(S.L. CHOPRA) 


Shri P«L# Goel, 

Under Secretary (Japan) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
NEW DELHI. 


Ends : 
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The Foreign andCommonwealth Office presents Its compliments 
to the High Commlislon of India and kki has the honour to 
refer to the High Commission* s note dated 9th January 
concerning the Netajl Inquiry Commission* 

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office regrets that It is 
unable to trace the reports believed by the High Commission 
to have been submitted to the War Office In 1 945-46 
but the documents described below may be of use to the 
High Commission in this connection* 

1« Diaries of the Supreme Allied Commander, 

»outh Bast Asia I n WO Class. No* 1972 * 

A summary of records In this class relating to the 
death of tfetajl Subhas Chandra Bose which are in the 
Public Record Office Is attached* These papers are filed 
in date order and may be viewed In the Public Record Office 
on presentation of an authorising letter which may be 
obtained from Miss Fortes cue. South Aslan Oeparmtnent ,FC0. 
II. Military Fu Papers Far Fast .WO Class Jto. 503. 

In pelece No* 4498 (Collaboratorx-pollcy) in this 
class, enclosure S86A Is a memorandum by the Director of 
Intelligence which deals with the alleged st&tment by 
Mr, Gandhi that he believed that Chandra Bose vas still 
alive and supports the evidence given by his "personal 
Chief of Staff and Military Advtsor w H ablb-ur-Rahman that 
he died after an aircraft accident on 18th August, 1945* 

/HI 


Ill* Directorate of Military Intelligence,, WO Class 208^ 


Two documents in Box 273/4 (Activities and death 
of Suhhas Qhandra Bose) belonging to this class are records 
of interrogations. One is report 1089 on "B 1189 1 (?Lt . 

Col. Bhonsle) by the Interrogation Centre (India) which 
nay already be known to the Indian Government. It is 
headed "The. last movements of S.C.Bose.” The other 
document appears to be a copy of a statement by a Japanese 
medical officer under interrogation by the War Crimes 
Liaison Section (Formosa) in Hong Kong on 19 October 1946. 
Copies of documents referred to at n and III above are 
attached. But the rest of the papers In these two files 
can be viewed by a representative of the High Commission 
at the Departmental Record Office (Army) v Ministry of 
Defence, Roan No. 2, Northumberland Rouse if he makes 
an appointment by telephone In advance, 

(930.9400 art 4561) 

The Foreign asdCommonvealth Office avails itself of this 
opportunity to renew to the High Commission of India the 
the assurances of Its highest considerations. 


L BJ1 A i t-/ 

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFltKSB 
30 APRIL 1973 
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SUBJECTS SUBHAS CEa-,DR* BOSE. 

1* The" Bose Leg and? has received an addltiona^lllip 
from the publication of an alleged statement by Gandhi 
that he personally believe S.C. Bose to be alive* 

2* In expressing this opinion the Gandhi is possibly 
not as well Informed as we are, since he Is lx unlikely 
to have the knowledge of the statment made by Habib-ur- 
Rahman who was In the aircraft with Bose when It crashed 
in Formosa* 

3* Hablb-ur-Bahman can be described as Bose's personal 
ttx Chief-Staff and Military Advisor* He was the only 
Indian to accompany Bose on the last flight from Saigon 
to Tokyo, 

4. He states that when the aircraft xsxgkt crashed it 
caught fire* he escaped from the vrekage with slight 
burns* He saw Bose escape also, more severely burnt, and 
with his clothes on fire* Bose was able to walk, and to 
beat out the flames from his clothing* Bose then lay down 
and said In felt to he was golnt to die* He was taken to 
hospital and Hablb-ur-Rahman ascorts that he remained 
at Bole's bedside untill he died that night, and that he 
remained with the body untlll It was coffined and cremated 
on the second day followlrg* 

5* No photographs were Ktic taken of the body* Rahman 
explain that dlsfluratlon by burns and ointment used In 
dressing made the face appear too grotesque to be recorded* 

6« Habl b-ur-Rahman statement is credible and Is probably 
true* He is x said to have been extremely distressed when 
told of Mr* Gandhi expression of XXX opinion which be 
thought mischievous. 

7» There l£ a possible explanation on Mr* Gandhi's belief* 
Bose's closet confident, and probably the ohly man who 
know all his plans and secrets Is one S.A. Ayer* He was 
to have gone with lost on his last trip, but there was rot 
room in the aircraft* He proposed to follow in a later 
aircraft, brit subsequently changed the mind. This man is 
now leaves in India, and It Is highly probable that he has 
since met Mr* Gandhi*. 

8* It is likely that Bose had a plan to disappear for a 
while untlll the time was Bin nice for his re -appearance* 

If so Ayer would have know it , and Is tm possibly the only 
man #ho would have known It* Possibly Ms krovledge of such 
a plan, coupled with a reluctance to believe in Bose's death 
may have led him to think that the crash in Formosa was 


2 * 


staged, even though It did not form part of any plan. 

He may have expressed this belief to Hr. GanHhl, whom 
knowing the relationship between Bose and Ayer, would 
incline to believe it himself. That, however, is purely 
a opportunity, theor and there Is no evidence to support 
it. 

9. There Is another man who might have been privy to any 
xkzxx secret plan of Bose's, and 1 believe we have now 
located him in Malaya. His arrest, if he can be found, 
has been ordered. His interrogation dlght then throw some 
further light. 

10# Discounting Mr. 0andhi , s statement the concrete 
facts we have to go on arei* 

(t) A close examination of all the extent Japanese 
records and signals concerning the flight has 
revealAed no indication of anything "phony* 
about the flight on the crash. 

(b) Habib-ur-Rahman statement, which those in the 
position to Judge the best, consider to be 
true. 

11# The evidence Is by nomeans conclusive, andlt probably 
never will be through gradually facts are likely 
to accumulate to a point of reaching virtue 
certainly. In the meantime there is, as for as we 
know, nothing to justify Mr. Gandhi's statement 
nor to alter our view that the weight of evidence Is 
that Bose Is dead. 


8d/» 

DIRECTOR OP INTELLIGENCE 

24th Jafluar.T.,3JHg 


Copy tot- DGA 
GPA 
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COMMISSION OF INDI 

304, A1A BUILDING 1. STUBBS ROAD. 
HONG KONG 



8, 197) 


Subject*- Vi<dt or the NetaJl In^iiry Caaalailan to lions *«*g end X«iwan 
(Jbrnoea)-Exper diluao lncurrod on Ui» 


Poor rtlnietry. 

Please ref nr to year m<&. Hoe* r t 29/l0X^olUl dated 
15th Jane 1873 mA 3rd July 187% an die above ofojcct* 


3* Me fttcnlah below the ob telle of payaoi&e cue* by thle 

Mlwlei to and on behalf of the ae-here of lietajl Inquiry tenladan during 
their vieLte to licug Eat*, and Taiwan in July 1973 1 - 



AdViuee of dally allouo oo (eadi alloo.) ad ltd of tips an 
hotel eoaoaa>datloa far 3 (bye troa itfc to 10tb July 1873 to 
hri C.D. fhosla, GbAran (Vr. Ha* 19 of 7/V&) «, K|M5a® b 4J6.15 

(ii) •*> to 3trl 9,U Chopra* neey.(Vr»>to.80 of 

7/73) W$»T.CD Is 348.15 

to tbrl M-UAuund, P.G*(Vr.Il>.8l of 7 A 3) I196.0Q h 898. SO 

to Hat H.U Ki®dre*?.A.(Vrv:o.!?8 of VA-)}***.**’ * 8®. 20 


(v) Differs oe of dolly allows*. oe ae Qredi 1 Offloor 

to Shri MU.. Amud* P«6. (VxvHo.23 of 7 A 3) :S* 60.00 N 78.P6 


(vi) Adfenoa of dally nlloua ae at all I’KslugLve 

for 3 days ftea let to 3rd July 1073 to . Url t.K. 

Bbnaln# com ml (Vr. ltoefta of ?A»> m #0.® h 489.46 

/ A (vll) Adrunoe of transport ahamos dvine rleit of tl* 

TTr da lot at ion to Jong Kong sold to Shri :iU.*C*vro, 

8eoy. (Vr. Ro.84 of 7/7 3) * 796.68 f? IOljo.CU 

IP I 

ttlli) Hotel aoso aodatioD ofcaxvea fbr a days sfccy In 
Horg Kang of S/9uA G.a. KbeaLg* 9 .L. Ui»prc* 

«I>. iViond and H.L. Kendra paid by this Ooualucion 
(Vr. Mo.89 Of 7A3) ........... I£« 1780,80 -23^.20 


la) Adrsiae of d ol l y allow oe (cod alloo.) fbr 7 


daya at ay fron Utfa to 17th July 1973 in Taipei 
to 3hr- G.D* Phobia* ^ulnaan (Vr.^b.SB >7^3) 
ISTvSiO,.) 

(x) -UO- to Uri fletie Chopra* SMf.lVr. u>.» of 

rAa) -(ti*a9&o.-) 


(ai ) -do* to 9hri *.W *naM% P»8* IVr. Ito.8? of 

?A3}« tltM*) 

(all) -do* to -«arl t2*h* Kaodra* ft A. (Vr. ib.93 

nM 


of 7AaM»t|«Kfi. 




tS| 410.85 

K 535.03 

99 410.85 

Is 535.® 

m 410.85 

h 535.® 

IS9 307,88 





(alU) Adran o paid to Shri 0.9. Kboala* Chalma 

fbr netting expsuasa on hiring of toad* office 
aocoaoD 'legion* typewriters ate. and gmt of 
- dally allaure’oa^rairalling alloc, to witnoaass 

dur-ng vlodt to Taiwan (Vr. go.99 of 7/73)- 
Paid In Sterlii^ ir^al-len-o^o 


iffjll>b73.37 .35507.® 



Q 

** (xiv) Adranoe paid to dhfl 3.L. iiopra# Secretary, 
for asStlng hotel aoaoseodatior. ahuft'ss >t 
the dsleeUcn la Taipsi (Vr, S.J.3U of 7/73) 

(U3^100'i*G9) - Id Star Hi g TrtfrsUara Ou*<|*a... 1*4,946.60 «. G,4S0.50 

T 

3* Of tho advrmea at iteua (rli) and (xUl), the following 

refunds wars roco-vad f o~ tho party on their way book frou Xaiwsn 
union aaounto hare boot! oredltod to Oort, account la July 1973 i- 

(1) Refund of wn/mr*- b donee of transport 

chart's a droun for H*ig Kong (in omh) • UK# IS* 30 in 19.03 

(11) Refund of unapant bd«io# of exper-dituro 
dron for Taiwan*- 

a) In ooat. .. IK* 90.90 », 1».Q6 

b) -do- CagSS.CO a m$ 1#7.40 b 118.13 


o) In starling iravoUars Chequos (2l rt l2.-)- i fit;, IS 222* 73 Id. 993 0.96 


1 W165.86 
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lours ever. 


Cetatl station 


tflniatry of tluce Affairs 
Uovt. of India 
Now Delhi 


Copy forwarded to*- 

* 

1) The Aooo ntant GaeraL* Control RdNDugg su Dalhl 

O s rl 8, t, Chopra. ^eoBrtr.Tyj t otojl Zncjuliy 
Cvmlmiaa, noasrve Bonk Building Now Dalhl. 


Xi 


Hew Dsihl. 


U hair) 
first Secretary 



COMMISSIONER 


^^(SRAMS: "COMIND'\ HONGKONG. 

Tkl, No. 746323 
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COMMISSION OF INDIA 

304. AIA BUILDING, 1, STUBBS ROAD, 

HONS KON© 
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No. HON, 55 1(1) /Vi 


oVttN j 


r»'¥) 


August 14 , 1973 


Thank you for your letter no. C/55 1/5/72- JP dated 6 th August 
1973 regarding the visit of the Netaji Inquiry Commission and particularly 
for your appreciative words. 


Z. I can quite realise the confusion between the two Frits'. Singhs - 

I myself was confused in the beginning. It is somewhat confounded by the 
fact that both of them have connections with the Harilelas. 


3 . In order to obviate the necessity for leaning on the knowledge 

of "Hong Kong hands", I am describing both briefly in this letter for 
the sake of record. 




4 . Fritam Singh ( Taiwan): He is the person always Involved with 

Netaj i affairs. He was in the Indian National Army in Shanghai. Now he 
is more or less permanently resident in Taiwan and is in charge of certain 
aspects of Harilela business there. While he might have been a Sikh by 
origin, he is now shaven and does not wear a turban. In physical appearance 
he has an oriental look. 



5. Pritam Singh (Hong Kong): He is, on the other hand, a turbaned, 

bearded Sifch and is a permanent civil servant in the Hong Kong Government. 
He used to be in the Hong Kong Radio but is now in the office of the 
, Registrar-General. He is interested mainly in cultural activities and is 
fairly active in the Indian Associations here. He is also the editor of 
l the Harilela magazine, "Bharat Ratua". 


6 . I am sending this letter in two copies so that one may be kept 

on a guard file of Hong Kong personalities ana the other in whichever file 
you consider appropriate. 


> v 


'I 


Kind regards, 




-QU 


w>i 





K.K.S. Hans, 

Director (East Asia), 


(l.N. Rangarajan) 


Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


\V< 


/ 
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D .6 . No. p. 24/37/71 -Poll -II 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ' v)s? 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

New Delhi -110001 
Dated the 34th August, 1973 


AS OK GUPTA 
UNDER SECRETARY 




wh ^d/22 


A 


^VjV\ ^ "^cJV|<aX| 



Kindly refer to my D.O. letter of 
even number dated the 2nd August, 1973, addressed 
to Shri S.K. Uppal, regarding the availability 
of seme" documents which can throw light on 
Netaji^s disappearance in 1945. We shall be 
grateful for an early reply in the matter. 


uUW Wr 


y 



AAjubjy 

i k, 

( a c* rtir riTTD 1 r>A \ \ Jt? 


(AS OK GUPTA) 


Shri P*L. Goyal, 

Under Secretary (J) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Nlffli PS hill . 


V. k. N.mbiar , 

Under Secretary fFE) 



No. C^"S1 I U 


August 30 , 1973 



Please refer to your D. 0. No. F. 24/2 7/71-Poll .II 
dated the 24th August 1973, addressed to Shri P.L.Goyol, 
regarding the availability of some documents throwing 
light on Neteji's disappearance in 1945. We are 
in touch with the High Commission in London and 
are awaiting their reply on the question. W* 
shall revert to you on hearing from them. 



(V. K, Naabiar) 


Shri Aabk Gupta, 

Under Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi . 




De^r Shid Nam Mar, 


Please refer to your immediate Office Nemo No. C/551/5/72- 
JP dated 17th July 1973 seeking clarification on a news 
item which appeared in the ' Hindu' of 12th July 1973. 


&Tct. 



We have oheoked up with our Commodity Divisions who have 
dealings with Taiwan and from our reaords we oould not 
find a single instance where STC managers have addressed 
their correspondence with Taiwan as "Republio of Chin*!'. 
Therefore, as far as we are concerned .there is no basis 
for the staff reporter of the Hindu to mention that STC 
addressee its letters to Taiwan as "Republic of Chino! 1 . 
In addition we would like to inform you that we are 
issuing a ciroular to all our managers not to make any 
mistake in this regard. 

Tith regards, 







/ 





Justice G. D. Khosla 4 -z/7 ].-> 1973 

CHAIRMAN Oted. ■•'X-'H 





' 1 B. 0 . No* Ch/NI C/73 * 

wi*s frrin 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA 
Paisft IN mnftU (?l«e) 

NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION (1970) 

#f%i q«K, ftsra fafku 
qiii*n5te bV. pf f^r>* 

Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building 
Parliament Street, New Delhi*! 




Dated the 25th July, 1973. 


dear Keval, 


I enclose a copy of a letter which 1 have 
addressed to Mukherjl, Hone Secretary. , The letter Is 
self-explanatory, and I an sending you a copy because 
1 feel that the matter mentioned in it concerns you 
as much as him. 


With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


(G.D. KHOSLA) 


Shri Kewal Singh, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 

NEW DELHI. 
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CONFIDENTIAL . 

7 

Justice O. D. Khosla 
CHAIRMAN 


My dear Vukherji, 

As you know, I have Just returned from a visit to Taiwan 
where I had gone to record some evidence in the Netaji case* 

In accordance with instructions issued by the Government, my visit 
was in a purely private capacity. The arrangements of my travel 
were made through travel agents and hotel accommodation was also 
arranged privately. Witnesses were requested to come before the 
Commission by means of private letters issued to them. At no 
stage during my visit did I contact any Government agency in 
Taiwan. 

I was, therefore, surprised on my return to Delhi to read 
a comment in the Times of India of July 19, 1973, in which a 
somewhat misleading statement has been made that the conduct of a 
bureaucrat, namely, Shri Chopra, Secretary to the Commission, had 
created a needless misunderstanding between India and the Government 
of Taiwan, and that the Republic of China has taken umbrage at the 
manner in which some letters were addressed. The suggestion made 
in the newspaper report i9 that the Secretary addressed a letter 
to the Cover ment of Taiwan and not to the Republic of China, which 
is the proper official nomenclature. 

It is not in accordance with Judicial etiquette to enter 
into a controversy with newspaper reporters, and I have not 
chosen to contradict the Insinuation made by the reporter that 
Shri Chopra, Secretary to the Commission, behaved in an improper or 
Irresponsible manner, and that offence was caused to the Government 
of the Republic of China. I would, however, like to set the reoord 
right by stating the true facts so that there is no reflection 
upon Shri Chopra's conduct and the Government should know that he 
did not behave improperly in any manner. 

The visit was undertaken at the express insistence of 
Shri Samar Guha, who wrote a personal letter to the Prime Minister 
requesting that the Commission should be allowed to visit Taiwan. 

The purpose of the visit was to see certain spots which were relevant 
to the subject matter of the Inquiry, and to examine whatever 


D.O.No. Ch/NIC/73. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
^aisft vis? (U'* e >) 

NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION (1970) 

veK, ftsa ftfseu 

Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building 
Parliament Street, New Delhi-1 



Dated the 25th July* 1973* 


Justice G. D, Kfooala 
CHAIRMAN 


£ 
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GOVERNMENT OP INDIA 



NBTAII INQUIRY COMMISSION (1970) 
Tate, ftsrs ftfkn 


Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building 
Parliament Street, New Delbi-l 


* 


* 





witnesses were available. We had no Information about any 
witnesses and shrl Samar Guha was asked to provide a list. He 
accordingly gave a list. The addresses of some of the witnesses 
were not known, bat Shri Samar Guha said that they had been working 
in the Foreign Office of the Government of Formosa previously. 

He suggested that the letters should be addressed to these persons 
c/o the Foreign Office, Government of Formosa, Taiwan. Shri Chopra 
discussed this matter with Shri Uppal, Under secretary (Japan), 
Ministry of External Affairs, and he too did not suggest a different 
mode of addressing witnesses in Taiwan. Letters were accordingly 
sent to two or three witnesses c/o Foreign Office, Government of 
Formosa, Taiwan. No letter was sent to any Government official or 
to any representative of the Government of the Republic of China. 


✓ 


During my visit I received the utmost cooperation from 
every one who came into contact with me. The witnesses were most 
willing to appear and stated whatever they knew. I was allowed to 
visit the airfield where the plane carrying Netajl was alleged to 
have crashed. I also visited the crematorium where it is said 
his remains were cremated. During my visit, I and the staff of 
the Commission were entertained to a special Tea Reception by the 
Slno-Indo-Burma-Ceylon Cultural Association. X was also invited 
to a special function by the Bar Association of Taipei. I received 
no direct or indirect protest or expression of displeasure from 
any one, and no one except Shri Samar Guha on one occasion 
mentioned that the Secretary had been wrong in addressing 
individuals in falpel c/o the Foreign Office, Government of Formosa. 


The onus of producing evidence before the Commission was 
on Shri. Samar Guha, and he reached Taipei 2 or 3 days before my 
t arrival. It seems that he was unable to find any witnesses who 
} would support his theory of Netajl being still alive or at least 
not having died in an air crash on August 18, 1945. This naturally 
gave rise to a sense of frustration in him, and he began to 
attribute his failure to something the secretary to the Commission 
had not done. I may add that Shri Guha mads a very indiscreet 
and misleading statement to reporters at a press conference in 
Taipei. After reading some parts of this statement reproduced in 
the Taipei newspapers I obtained a complete transcript of it and 
a reading of It astonishes me that a public person of his standing 
should have given utterance to such a statement. 




/ 



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

in urolu (?v*») 

NBTAJT INQUIRY COMMISSION (1970) 
fat*, f*srs fafssn 

Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building 
Parliament Street, New Delhi-1 



It therefore seems to me obvious that the newspaper comment 
was Inspired by something which Shrl Samar Guha must have said to 
some one. In any event, the matter is of no real Importance but 
I have written this merely to vindicate the conduct of Shrl Chopra, 
Secretary to the Commission, who acted In complete good faith and 
after consulting Shrl Samar Guha and an Under Secretary of the 
Ministry of External Affairs. 

Yours sincerely, 


Shrl N.K. Mukherji, 
Home Secretary, 
Government of India, 
HEW DELHI » 



(G.D. &HOSLA) 


A 



% 
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No.4S50/Seey(S)/73 






July 27, 1973 


* 



Dear Mr. Justice Khosla, 

Thank you far your D. 0, letter 
No. Ch/NIC/73 dated the 26th of July addressed 
to Kevel Singh, enclosing e cooy of your 
letter to Mukherjl, X am acknowledging It 
as Kevel Singh Is sway In Isle® abed at present. 

With kind regards, 


Tours sincerely, 

2 

( V.C. Trlvedl ) 

fj y 

KPi 5 Justice G.D, Khosla, 

Chair nan, 

Net&Jl Snnulry Comal ss Ion, 

Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building, 


* 





Copy of letter dated tae 25 th July, 1973 Iron 
Shri . aaar Ghua, '‘ember of the far 11 men t ,2ti ,South 
Avenue, New Lie lhi-110011 to the Prime Minister* 


The wuole country felt highly grateful to you for 
taking pentonnl initiative to perai t the hetajl Inquiry 
Commission to visit fai.-ni In Taiwan* Taipei, which wa» 
known as faihoku at the time of Japanese occupation, really 
holds the key to unr»vel the Mystery about the & nappe trance 
of Net;iji ^ubhas Chancer Bose* 

ffe expected that the Netejl Inquiry Commission while 
visiting Taipei will avail eve ty opportunity and all facilities 
for oondu ting thorough enquiry Into Netaji-my story, But on 
r< aohing Taipei *• were cob pic tely surprised to know fron the 
Commission that a departmental letter Issued fron the Ministry 
of External ,'ffni re s t range ly ibhibltad the Commission fron 
seeking any direct help fron the Government of Taiwan or any 
other non-official organisation in that country* In consequence 
the Commission took an absolutely passive nttitide sitting 
almost like m inker t body doing nothing in exercising its . 
initiative and freedom to conduct inquiry into No taj 1-mystery* If 
we did n >t accompany the Commission, perhaps the Commission 
would have returned to India without doing any Inquiry whatsoever 
In Taipei* 

The directive l^ued by the Ministry of Ljteoial Affairs 
not only circumscribed the independence of the judldiol^l body 
like the Netaji Inquiry Commission but pruo tie ally frustrated 
its work of investigation into the circun tnnues leading to the 
disapjf* ranee of Netaji* 

The Govenwent of Taipei* did not ask for any formal 
letter from the Government of India to the Government of Taiwan, 
but they expressed their desire that the Commission should write 
to the hast Asia Department of ttmlr Government for seeking its 
eoop ration in conducting inquiry in Taiwan* On our request 
the Gov* rumen to f Taiwan issued visas to the members aesodl atad 
with the Netajl commission nd made an unusual liberal gesture 
of goodwill to the Uoumisis ion by allowing it to hold court 
proceeding* in th«-lr country without formal permission* f*.e 
Government of Taiwan, various non-official organisations there 
and the press as a whole expressed their sincere willingness 
to extend all kinds of coo oration to the Commission* But as the 
Commission refused, even being requested by us repeatedly, to 
write to the East Asia Sep rtment of the Government of Taiwn, 
the Commission failed to avail all opportunities that were before 
then for resolving Metajl-oystey* 

1 a long with two other members of National Committee 
to assist Netajl Inquiry marls fr untie efforts with the help 
of some member# of Parliament of Taiwan and press reporters 


there to collect mow# lAteriali fad find out Boat vltmgMfS 
for appearing before the Comal salon* -**nny revealing facta 
were coat ns before the Comal as Ion which contradicted the aoet 
of the earlier report# circulated by the Oovcrraient of Japan 
and a any of the facta that were placed before the earlier Metaji 
Inquiry Committee bended by Major aenemi ghtih Rami Khan* As 
It required for ue to conduct various enquiries from the airport, 
hospital, municipality t oreaatorlua and other authorities related 
to documents end records In oonncotlon with the reports that were 
olreulated by the Oovernnent of Japan, the task vns every difficult 
to complete without the formal help of the Government of Taiwan* 

We were getting unknown faots, many witnesses and many other 
ante rials which if we succeeded to oo licet and produce before 
the Ceaalssionp Mb tnj 1-ays tory would hove been finally resolved* 

Ve could trace a number of local Inhabitants who were working 
during the days of Japanese ooouation under the warlous authority 
as stated above, but it was difficult for ua to produce then be or* 
the Coisalseion without getting tins and opportunity to track then 
and bring then before the Canales ion* We requested the Commission 
to extend its sittings by a few days so that we could try to do ou 
host to collect aero aaterlala and find Important personnel for 
the purpose of getting foots for Metaji Inquiry* But unfortun tel 
due to strlet directive given to the Comais^ion, the Coaaxeelon 
expressed its reluotance to extend Its sittings at faipei* I mb 
extremely arry to observo that the inhibiting directive issued 
by the Ministry of External Affaire practically scuttled the obJe> 
Ive of Commie & ion* o visit to Taiwan* 

I also went to inf ora you that the facta that easo before 
us revealed wide range of divergence about the reported date, 
tine and location of the all ged plme crash Involving Netajl 9 
time and date of hla reported death, location of hie hospit llont 
the date and tine of hla orenatlon * to* 

The nett'orologlc 1 report showed that the plenee crash 
could not have occurred at the place where It was reported so by 
the ^overiSBcnt of Japan* It was also reported tom by one or 
two witnesses tbat a body that was told to be of Metsjl was 
cremated . But eveiybody stated tbat tbe body was rolled inside 
an army blanket additionally covered by a sb t of while cloth 
and nobody was allowed to see whose de d body it was* Mo 
photograph of the dead body was token and nobody was allowed 
to see the body which was told by the Japanese ms that of NetaJ J 

WO got two very Important documents which w* re subaittei 
by the military authority of Japan - one oh that of the municipr 
certificate and the other of orenatlon certificate as permits 
for cremating the reported body of HetaJl, but startlingly thes< 
two vital doouaents were found to contain not the nans of 
Netajl but of a Japanese young nilltaiy officer* 


Mr* Marin Shah, a journalist, who visited 
submitted a repo, t to la e 1’amUtJl and s a rdar Vallabhhi*. 

In an attoapt to convince them that. Netaji re oily died In a 
crash at Talpele Subsequently he published a hook anti include a 
in It aany documents aad pbotogr opha el various persons whloh 
ho clalaed to have found during bis visit to Taipei* Me produced 
those documents before the earlier Shah Nawa* Goaralttoe ulso* 

Out on our o ixiulry at Taipei we found that neat of the doouaeata 
are either fabricated or concocted and many of uio pho to graphs 
were frauds* 

X returno i f roa l fl lpei with the fira conviction that the 
report of death of Netaji that wna eirouln ted by the Oov ronent 
of dapAn could not be rolled* But unfortun te ly due to the 
res trio ti on inposod on the Netaji Inquiry Commies ion and inart attlti 
of the latter In course of lie investigation work at Taipei , wo 
at seed the opportunity to finally unravel He taj 1-ays toy • 

I shall fall in ay duty if X do not lnfora you that the 
Government of Talwna, the people at large and the press as a whole 
them shoved an attitude of an nan extreme goodwill, friendship 
and cordiality to India and to us who vial toil Taipeivury recently* 
None of then raised any political issue but expressed their goodwill 
and friendship to India and urged thnt India nod Taiwan should haw 
friendly, cultural, social sad economic relatione* 


X regret to re nark v ry frankly to you that the effort 
of Netaji Inquiry Cone is si on has been frustrated by the d hr active 



issued to it curbing its initiative and freeflow by the Ministry of 
t*t« nul Affairs. 

X want to draw your attention to another sopeot in oon .eoti 
with the Netaji Inquiry Comoisson* The Commission has fined up 
the dates for Argument bo as ion from 3oth July* But all the vital 
doouaeata that the Commission eskod froa the uovenawnt have not 
yet been supplied ntolt* Without th^so docun nte it will he tgain 


extreme ly diflloult fortue Coamieolon to arrive at a right 
conclusion* 



X harboured this faith that by taking the patriotic stop 
of setting up a fresh Netaji Inquiry Commies ion, you dhowed your 
keenness to resolve Netaj 1-ays lory. X still hope that you should 
take necessary steps to ask the different depa tnonts of the Uovt* 
submit tv lev. at docuaenta to the Commission* 1 would take liberty - 
further to request yea to write a p rocnnl letter to the president 
of Pakistan, Ur* Bhutto, m -ua sting him to toko necessary steps to 
enable col* Habibur Rahman* who osn soy the last word about Netaji , 
to appear before the Netrjl Inquiry Commission* 

X hops you will appreciate the frankness of ay letter as ; 
vlU reflect to you the nrev iliag feeling ef our countryman ibou* - 
Netajl-ayatery* 


Safij 

No .149/FM/73. 



New Delhi 
August 14,1973* 


Dear Shrl Samar Guha , 

Will you olease refer to your letter dated the 
26th of July 1973, addressed to the Prime Minister, 
regarding the Netaji Inquiry Commission's visit to 
Taiwan . 

1 am sorry that you feel that the Commissions 
work was hampered in any way by any action on our part, 

I an afraid, your Impression is based on a misunderstanding 
and I thought I would give you some of the facts in respect 
of the natters raised by you. 

You are aware of the circumstances surrounding the 
Commission 1 s visit to Taiwan, in fact, it was through 
your efforts and advice that the Commission was able to 
make a visit to Taiwan and K4 hold its sittings there in 
a satisfactory manner. 

As you know, we do not have diplomatic relations 
with Taiwan and have consistently held the view that the 
People's Republic of China is the sole legitimate Government 
of China and that Taiwan is a Province of China, Because 
of this, neither the Government of India nor Judicial 
bodies appointed by the Government, of India can enter into 
direct or formal contacts any time with the Government of 
Taiwan and its departments. Here again, it was at your 
initiative that a formula was worked out which would make 
the visit possible on a private basis . Naturally, this 
entailed cooperation of the Taiwan authorities and we are 
grateful to you for having contributed to such cooperation. 
We also appreciate the cooperation extended by the people 
of Taiwan and the various authorities who were concerned 
with the work of the Commission. 


In the political context mentioned above, however, 
it was natural that we should suggest to the Commission 
not t© make any formal approach to the Taiwan authorities 
and to make an independent enquiry without enlisting the 
ferval cooperation of any official or non-official body 
there. The Commission, in its Judgement, accepted this 
suggestion. As you know, while the Commission has 
extensive powers to gather material evidence in India, it 
has no authority to compel the cooperation of any foreign 
Government. In all its visits to foreign countries, 
therefore, the Commission has conducted its enquiries with 
the ass 1st ace of the Indian Diplomatic Missions located 
abread. In the case of Taiwan, this avenue was not available 
and the Commission had to rely on Informal arrangements and 
on assistance of influential persons like yourself. 


2/- 
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I should like to emphasise at this stage that the 
fact that the Commissi. n did not address, a formal request to 
the Taiwan Foreign Ministry or its East Asia Department ,did 
not prevent the presentation of all available evidence to it . 
The Commission is, in fact, satisfied with the visit and with 
the response it received. 

I understand that the question of obtaining evidence 
and witnesaee was discussed with yon extensively by Mr .Justice 
Khosia before the departure of the Commission for Taiwan and 
he had stressed to you that the Corrals 3 Iwi was relying on 
you and your Aland s for help in gathering the available 
Evidence. Cto the basis of the list given by you, the 
Commission wrote to the witnesses in advance, While several 
of them turned up before the Commission in Taiwan, it was 
also fortunate that the publicity given to the Commission's 
visit in various Taiwanese newspapers succeeded in attracting 
some other witnesses, ail of whom gave evidence, 

I can assure you that no directive was given by the 
Government to the Commission which inhibited it from extending 
its stay in Taiwan. I am informed that the Commission decided 
against an extension beyond the nine days of its stay bo cause 
it had no firm Indication of the natura of any material 
evidence which might be produced in case the Commission stayed 
for an extra length of time. In any event, this was entirely 
an independent decision of the Commission. You have referred 
in your letter to some vital documents which the Commission 
has asked the Government to supply to it . I have conveyed 
the relevant extract of your letter to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs . 

Please rest assured that we in the Government fully 
share your des ire that every possible effort should be made 
to assist the Commission in making the present Inquiry inte 
Retail's disappearance a definitive and an independent 
judicial study. 


Yours sincerely, 

sd /- 

, (Swaran Singh) 

Shrl Samar Guha, 

Member of Parliament, 

27, South Avenue, 

Rev Delhi - UpQfo . ^ ■ 

Copy for inf or mat ion to Prof. P Jf . Dhar, Secretary to PM 

sd/* V X . Trlvedi 
Secretary (East) 

14-8. 1973 





N 0 . C/551/5/73- JP 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(East Asia Division) 


August 30, 1973* 






Of fiaeM stno rand an. 


Subject!- Netali Inquiry Commissions Visit to Thlwan. 

The undersigned is directed to forward 
herewith a copy of the letter dated the 25th July, 1973, 
addressed to the Foreign Minister by Hbn’ble Shri Shmar 
Gute, M.P., together with a reply dated the 14th August, 
1973, from the Foreign Minister. 

I 

■ T\ 

(H.A. Amin) 
for Under Secretary 



A * 


Ministry of Home Affairs, 

(Shri R. T/hsudevan - Dy. Secretary), 
New Delhi. 





MXNISTEY of ZEfSaNAL AFFAIRS 
(East Asia Divsion) 


HINDUSTA N STANDARD CAXXUTTA 

Dated : 


(/ 3 ) 
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Netaji probe 
bo$ J ostpones 
session 

NEW DELHI JULY 30 -- 
The one-man^Khoala Com- 
mission, inquiring into th* 
disappearance of NeUm 
Subhas Chandra Boie. todav 
postponed its argument ses- 
sion tiiJ September IQ, sav? 
UN r 

The- postponement . wai 
made following the illness of 
Mr. A, M. Chakrav&rty and 
Mr. T H. Bhasin, counsel for 
the National Committee to 
assist the Commission and 
counsel lor the Commission, 
respectively* 

Mr. Justice Khosia alaj 
ordered that both counsel* 
should make alternative arr- 
angements to avoid further 
postponement of the argu- 
ments during the next aittiu,^ 


II 


. 



Ministry of External Affairs 
{East Asia Division) 


INDIAN EXPRESS 


NEW DELHI 


Dated* Jj* • • ^ 





■ . i 




itaji academy for 
'army urged, 

NEW DELHI Aug 10 OJNI), 
The Socialist, member, Mr Samar 
* Guha, said in the Lok Sabha today 
j the* Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
was^ after SMv&ji, the greatest mili- 
tary genius India had. produced. 

1 He was resuming his speech 
- on a bill moved by him 

■ last month for the estp' 

blishment of the Netajl National 
Academy with the object of con- 
ducting "advanced studies in com- 
parative political philosophies* in 
planning* in higher military science 
and ]n search of new avenues for 
national integration.'* 

Mr Guha said the setting up of 
the academy would be an overdue 
national debt to the “heroic and en- 
dearing” personality of Netajl, 

He greatly resented that the Edu* 
cation Minister, Mr Nurul Has an* 
was absent from the House when 
fiuch an important bill was being 
discussed* 

The Deputy Education Minister, 
Mr D.F, Yadav, informed that Mr 
Hasan was busy in the other House* 


rM 


I 






MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(East Asia Divsion) 


HINDUSTAN STANDARD CALCUTTA 


Dated: 


L2 t . - 
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Netaji National 
Academy not 
to be set up 


NEW DELHI, AUG, 1L— 
Mr. D. F. Yadav t Deputy 
Education Minister, said in 
the Lok Sabha yesterday that 
. it was not legally and consti- 
tutionally feasible to estab- 
lish a "Netaji National Aca- 
demy” for advanced studies 
as demanded by the West 
Bengal ’ Socialist member, 
Prof. Samar Guha, in hia un- 
official Bill, says PTI. 

The Bill received wide sup- ■ 
port in the House. 

Intervening in the incon- 
clusive debate, the Minister 
said a National Institute of 
Sports existed in Patiala in 
the name of NetajL The Gov- 
ernment t proposed to estab- 
lish five national centres* in 
different parts of the country 
affiliated to the institute. 

Mr. Yadsv said Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose was a 
national hero. As such the 
Indian Council of Historical 
Research organised an exhi- 
bition on revolutionaries, in 
which achievements of Netaji 
and his colleagues got promi- 
nence. 

Mr, Samar Guha replying to 
the debate describing the 
Minister's speech as 4, hypo> 
eracy galore/* / 



SECifeT/IMMEDlATE 


/W6^(F£)hy 


D.O. No *F* 24/27/71 -Poll. I I 


AS OK GUPTA 
UNDER SECRETARY. 





IT TOT TTOFT? 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ■? 

TTfJ JTOTTFTIT 

MINISTRY W HOME AFFAIRS 


V 


New Delhi -llOQQl 
Dated tbs 12th September 1973* 

r 13 SUP la,J 


/VoW- £ ^ NjovVb 


4*i 

, Please refer to your D.O. letter No.C/551/5/72-JP,II 
dated August 30, 1973, regarding availability in U.K. 
of documents throwing light on Netaji's disappearance in 
1945. 

2. The Netaji Inquiry Commission has since started 

its Session. They would require a definite reply from the 
Government about the availability of documents required 
by them. In particular we have to give a specific reply 
about the availability of the ‘communication between 
Mac -Arthur and Louis Mountbatton after surrender of 
Japan which, reported that Bose has again escaped 1 and 
also the documents said to be available in the War Office, 
London, referred to;’ in the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office letter received with Shri Up pal* s D.O. letter 
"llo.C/551/5/72-JP-II, dated May 8, 1973. It is likely 
that the Commission may require the Ministry of External 
Affairs also to depose before them in this regard. It 
is thu3 necessary that we should have a definite reply 
from our High Commission before long. You may, therefore, 
like to remind our High Commis sion . in London telegraphically 
and get their reply. The reply as and when received fTcm 
them may please be forwarded to us. 

W'A - w\\k>\/^ f 


(AS OK GUPTA) 


\\ 




Shri V .K • Nambiar , 

Under Secretary U&) 9 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DELHI . 



/ 


ATTEWT ION FIRST SECRETARY POLITICAL( •) REFOUILLET 
DATED AUGUST TENTH^EGARDING DOCUMENTS OF INI' IJtEST TO NET AO I 
INQUIRY COMiIISSION( • ) COMMI SSION HAD REQUESTED THAT SOME 
RELEVANT PAJERS IN ITEM THREE OF STATEMENT ENC DOSED WITH 
LETTER REFERRED TO ABO Mi BE H5HJSED BY HIGH COMMISSION LONDON'S 
REPRESENT ATIVE AT THE DEPARTMLNTAL RECORD OF FI (J£ ( ARMY ) MINISTRY 
OF DEFENCE NORTI1UMBE TiLAND HOUSE (.) COMMISSION SQUIRES URGENT 
REPLY 


N.T.T 


No.C/551/5/72-JP 

Dated &EPT. 14,1973 



v/c Under Secretary^ FE) 
14.9.73 


(V.K. Nambiar) 



O 










ATTENTION FIRST SECRETARY POLITIC AL( . ) 


L 


REFOURLET DATED AUGUST TENTH REGARDING DOCUMENTS OF 
INTEREST TO NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION^) COMMISSION 
HAD REQUESTED THAT SOME RELEVANT PAPERS IN ITEM THREE 
OF STATEMENT ENCLOSED WITH LETTER REFERRED TO ABOVE BE 
PERUSED BY HIGH COMMISSION LONDON'S REPRESENTATIVE AT THE 
DEPARTMENTAL RECORD OFFICE (ARMY) MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
NORTHUMBERLAND UOUSE( . ) COMMISSION REQUIRES URGENT 
REPLY 


N.T.T. 



NO, C/55l/5/72- JP 
Dated: 1973 


to 


(V. K, Narabiar 
Under Secretary (FE) 
14.9,73 




I 






THE HEAD OF RECORD OFF ICE (ARMY) MINISTRY OF DEFENCE IS AWAY ON 
LEAVE AND IS EXPECTED AFTER A VVEEK( . ) SHALL SEND YOU RELEVANT 
PAPERS IF ANY AFTER CONTACTING HEAD OF DEPARTMENTAL RECORE+RECORD 
t)FFICE(.) 


HI COMIND 

COLL R-50? 4445 S-24 14TH 
HI COM INDAM/I 91 445 



'is? 
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SSCR/T 


P«I*. Goyal, 

. Under Secretary (J) • 



Ho.C/661/6/72-JP. 


September 2C,1973 . 


Dear Shrl Gupta, 



Please refer to your d .o .letter No *24/27/71- 
Poll.II dated 13th September 1973, regarding the 
availability in U.K* of document s throwing light 
on Retail’s disappearance In 1945. - 


2. Reproduced below Is a copy of the telex 
received from our High Commission In Londdn,for 
your information *- 


"Reference Tour Telex S-241 of 14th September 
regarding documents of interest to Ketajl 
Inquiry Commission ( •) The Head of Record 
Office (Army) Ministry of Defence Is away on 
leave and is expected after a week ( •) Shall 
send you relevant paper* if any after contacting 
Bead of Departmental Record Office 



Ministry of 
N»w Delhi . 






CSV Sundram 

Second Secret ary (Pol) 

No. Pol/69/9/7 


T^PHONE: 01-816 84&4 EXT 

TELEGRAMS: HICOMIND. LQN0ON, W.C.2 


a.0 - /^/x 


0 * 

v> 


iff 


Our Reference 




THE HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA' ^ 

//V 


DEPARTMENT 

INDIA HOUSE, 

ALDWYCH, 

LONDON, WC2B 4NA 

October 8, 1973 


Pear Shri Goyal, 


Kindly refer to para 2 of your letter 
No.C/55l/5/72-JP, dated the 10th August, 1973, regarding 
some documents of interest to Netaji Inquiry Commission. 



jr 



* 


2. I have gone through the two files referred to in 
the last paragraph of Foreign & Commonwealth Office, London, 
Note No.FSE 10/7, dated the 30th April, 1973. These two 
files mainly deal with the activities and death of Netaji 
Subbash Chandra Bose and the number of civilians and 
military officers who were arrested as collaborators in 
Burma and Malaya soon after the war. However , I found 
in their file (No. WO 208, April 19A2) a copy of a statement 
made by Captain YOSHIMY Taney oshi, a medical officer of 
the Japanese Imperial Army^ concerning the death of Subha s 
Chandra Bose, a copy of which I am forwarding herewith. 

I am not sure whether a copy of the same had already been 
forwarded to Shri S.K. Uppal, vide Mrs Helen J. Mathai’s 
letter of even number dated the 3rd May, 1973, since a 
copy of the statement is not on our file. Apart from the 
enclosed statement, there is nothing else which may be of 
importance to the Netaji Inquiry Commission. 

With kind regards, 

Yours 

Shri P.L.Coyal (CSV Sundram^ 

Under Secretary(J) 

Min. of E.A.,New Delhi. 



/ 



Register No. MD/JAG/Fs (A)!223 Minute Sheet No. 

TO M.I.2A 


M.I.2 


LOOSE MINUTE 


General Staff W .0 . 
SEAL - MI 2 


21 .Jan. 1947 

Dte. of Mi ly. Intelligence 
Death of Subhas Chandra Bose 


1. Enclosed is a cony of a statement made by Capt .Yoshimi 
Taniyoshi a medical officer of the Japanese Imoerial Army 
Concernig the death of SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE , 

2. The statement was received originally from War Crimes 
Liaison Officer HONG KONG the testator being Interned in 
STANLEY Goal Hong Kong. 

3. The original statement is in the possession of War 
Crimes Sect ion S .E A .L .F . 

4. The India Office Foreign Office and law Offices has 
had a copy of this report . 


IND/F/2 

sd /Illegible 


Mil . Dept . 

J A .G . ' s Off ice , 
WHitehall 7936 Ext 1C6 
17 Jan 46. 

/GDI 


Box 273/4 


{ COPY ) 



CONFIDENTIAL , 

. 


STATEMENT OF YOSHIMI TANS YOSUI , CAPTAIN (MEDICAL) OF THE 
IMPERIAL JAPANESE ARMY, WITH REGARD TO THE DEATH OF ONE 
CHANDRA BOSE, WHO DIEB AT THAIHOKU, FORMOSA ON 18TH 
DAY OF AUGUST ,1947, 


I, TANEYOSHI YOSHIMI, Captain (Medical) of the Imperial 
Japanese Army, at present at Stanley Gaol, Hong Kong, having 
observed a statement in a Japanese newspaper, requesting 
information regarding the death of Chandra Bose, wish of 
my own free will to place any knowledge I have of this matt- 
er at the disposal of the Authorities requiring it. To the 
best of my ability and memory I hear state the events 
surrounding the death of Chandra Bose. 

In August, 1945, I was the Senior Officer at the 
NANMON Military Hospital, Taihoku, Formosa. At about 
1700 hrs on the 18th day of August, 1945 a truck driven 
up before the hospital contained several men who had been 
injured in an aeroplane crash. Two of the men were 
Indians, and the remainder, about five or six in number 
were Japanese. One of the Japanese, a Staff Officer with 
with the rank of Lt.Colonel whose name I cannot properly 
recall, but believe was Ishii- something, informed me that 
one of the Indians, pointing him out, was Chandra Bose 
and that I was not to spare myself and must give him the 
very best of treatment. I immediately gave Instructions 
for some medical orderlies to / go a prepare a bed, and 
for others to carry in the injured mam. 

When he was laid on the bed, I personally cleaned his 
injuries with oils and dressed them. He was suffering 
from extensive burns over the whole of his body, though 
the most serious were those on his head, chest and thighs. 
There was very little left on his head in the way of hair or 
other identification marks. During the first lour hours 
he was semi-conc ious , and practically normal, spewing 
quite a good deal. The first worlds I remember him speaking 
were in Japanese, when he made a request for water, which 
had to be fed to him through a hospital cup with a spout. 

As most of his speaking was in English, a request for an 
interpreter was made, and one was sent from the Civil 
Government Offices n aned NAKAMURA. He informed me that he 
had very often interpreted for Chandra Bose and had had 
many conversations with him. He appeared to have no doubt 
th at the man he was speaking with was Chandra Bose. 

During the treating of his injuries, I twice inquired of 
Chandra Bose if he was in any pain, and neither time did 
he mate any answer. After about four hours, I inquired 
whether there was any statement, will, or such matter 
he wished to make. He answered "Nothing". After the 
fourth hour he appeared to be sinking into unconciousness . 

He murmered, and muttered in his state of coma, but never 
regained conciousness . At about 2300 hrs. he died. There 
was apart from the injuries mentioned above, abrasions on 
his elbows and knees. There were no fractures. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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The other Indian was a Chandra Bose's Adjutant, 
a Colonel of the Indian National Army, who was 
suffering from burns to the sides of his head, arras, 
hands and knees* I do not remember this mats name, but 
recall that it was a very long one. He was a very 
tall man, about six feet or over, medium build, and 
clean shaven. 


It was the wish of this Colonel, and also that 
of the authorities that the remains of Chandra Bose eh 
should be transported to Tokyo, and to facilitate this 
I injected Formalin into the body, aid also had the 
coffin partly filled with lime. The whole was put 
in a box, and on the 20th August, was taken to 
Taihoku airport for transporting to Japan, in charge of 
Warrant Officer NISHI. W.O. Nishi returned later and 
informed me that the body could, for some unknown reason, 
not be taken to Japan, aad was to be sent to the 
crematorium for cremation* I therefore made out a 
Death Certificate, stating the cuases of death to be 
extensive burning and shock. The orders for this 
chenge of plans came from the Adjutant's Department, 
Taiwan Army. 


On the morning of the 19tb August, Colonel Miyata, 
Staff Officer of General Ando came to the hospital to 
express mourning on behalf of General Ando aid his 
staff, aid as is our custom brought gifts of flowers, 
fruits and cakes for the deceased. The news of the 
death of Chandra Bose was kept a secret, and I and my 
staff were warned not to divulge that we knew who it was 
that had died. The news was as far as I can remember 
published in the public press early in the month of 
September, 1945 . 


Of the other passengers of the aircraft I have 
s-’ine direct and some inforaation which was told to me. 

As far as I could make out, the aircraft, carrying 
Chandra Bose, his Adjutant and about ten or twelve 
others (Japanese ) , took off from the Taihoku Air Port, and 
and after rising to a height of about thirty fee, 
suddently burst into flames and crashed to the ground. 

A Major-General SHIDEL and two others were killed, or 
unable to escape and were burned with the plane. The 
others escaped or were rescued, and were brought to 
Nanmon Hospital. The two pilots, warrant Offioer( 

Late 2/Lt.) AOYAGI and a Sergeant Major., were both 
burned, but after remaining in my care for about two or 
three weeks bad prcfc tic ally recovered and were 
transferred to the Hokuto Military Hospital were I 
later heard they had died, about three weeks 

after admittance. 

The Indian Colonel, Adjutant to Chandra Bose, 
remained in my care ibr about 10 days, and was then 
sent to the Hokuto Military Hospital. The interpreter 
Nakamura went up there with him, and I have no 
knowledge of what became of either of them. I do know 
however that the ashes of Chandra Bose were handed over to 
to the Indian Colonel. 


-a/ 


There is nothing more I can remember of this 
matter, at the present, but will gi w thought to it, 
and anything of importance I later remember I will 
disclose. 

Signed at Stanley Gaol, this 19th Dav of October ,1946 . 


Name in Blcok letters. YOSHIMI TANEYOSHI, 


CERTIFICATE OF INTERPRETER . 

I, HANAGAKI YOSHIO, state th at I truly and correctly 
translated the above statement made by YOSHXMI TANEYOSHI, 
into English, and saw it taken down by Captain A. R. Turner 
I later read over the whole of the above statement in the 
Japanese language, and YOSHIMI TANEYOSHI agreed and then 
signed the above statement, in the presence of myself 
and Captain A.R. Turner. 

Signed at Stanley Gaol, this 19th Hay of October ,1946 . 


Name in Block letters. HANAGAKI YOSHIO. 

I, ALFRED RAYMOND TURNER took the abo ye statement 
of YOSHIMI TANEYOSHI, with regard to the death of 
Chandra Bose, and the certificate of the Interpreter 
HANAGAKI YOSHIO at Stanley Gaol, this 19th day of 
October , 1946 , duly witnessing. 

Captain . , 

A.R. TURNER. 

WAR CRIMES LIAISON SECT ION ( FORMOSA) . 

HONG KONG. 

19th Oct. 1946. 




AS OK GUPTA 
UNDER SECRETARY 



/$*/. ^/)) - 
V/x • Ifc) 


IMMEDIATE 

/ 

D.O.No . 24/27/71-Po 11 . II 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
(Grih Mantralaya) 

• * * 

New Delh£-110001 , 
the ,/f * October, 1973. 


C^H^A/v ^ ^va <*~Lf 




SSV 


Please refer to your d.o. letter No, C/551/5/72-JP. 
dated the 20th September, 1973, regarding the availability 
in U # K* of documents throwing light on Netaji's disappearance 
in 1945, I shall be grateful if you would get the matter 
expedited. 

^ V\/\ y 







l?n c 

(iSOK GUPTA) 

UNDER SECRETARY 




Shri P.L. Goyal, 

Under Secretary (J), 

Ministry of External Affairs , 
New Delhi. 
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IMMEDIATE 

P «L» Goyal | 

Under Secretary (J) 



/7v/S 


Ko.C/651/5/72-JP. 


October 20,1973. 


t/s 


(?) 


Dear Shrl Gupta, 


c"> 


I invite>fe Terence to your letter 
No .24/27/71 -Pori .II dated 18th October 1973 
regarding the availability of documents In U.K., 
throwing light on Netaji*3 disappearance in 1946. 



2 . A copy ol letter No .Pol/69/9/7 dated 8th 

October 1973 received from our High Commission 
in London ,to gather with its enclosures (in original), 
/Taneyoshl containing the report of Capt .Yoshim^ Medical Oifieej 
u of the Japanese Imperial Army concerning tha death of 

Netajl Subhash Chandra Bose , 

3. I hope this would meet the requirements of 

the Net a ;jl Inquiry Commission. If the Commission 
requires any other document , we nay please be 
informed . 



Shrl Asolc Gupta, 

Under Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


lours sincerely, 

RX 

(P.L. Goyal) 






Enel* as above 


COPY 
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SAMAR GTJHA 

Member of Parliament 
(LOK 3ABHA) 




MCGT tjf GENT 

27, South Avenue, 
New Delhi-11 


2Cth August 1973 


Dear Prime Minister, 


I had written to you earlier that Col .Habibur 
Rehman, who is now an important officer in Pakistan, can say 
the last word about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. He has not" 
aooeared before the Netaji Inquiry Commission. In my 
earlier letter I requested you to write to the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan, Mr, Bhutto, to enable CoT , Habibur Kehnan to 
apoenr before the Commission. 


Now Mr .Aziz Ahmed, the Foreign Minister of Pakistan, 
is in Delhi. According to cress reports he will be meeting 
you very soon. May I request you to suggest to him that 
suitable steps may be taken to enable Col. Habibur Rehman 
to appear before the Netaji Inquiry Commission ? 

My 'Netaji National Academy Bill 1 is being discussed 
in the House. The debates will be concluded on 24th August 
next . I have no doubt that such an academy will be set up 
in future if it is not accented now. 

May I request you to accent the objectives of this 
Bill and yourself initiate the move to set up 'Netaji National 
Academy' for research work and higher studies on the subjects 
namely : 

(i) Economics of National Planning*, 

(ii) Comparative Political Philosophies; 

Ciii) Advance Military Science; and 

(iv) Problems of National Integration. 

This will be a positive sten for the Government, to pay their 
tributes to Netajl in a constructive way which wfVl benefit 
our nat ion also . 

If the Government cannot accent the objectives of the 
Bill I will withdraw my Bill to enable the Government to 
move a fresh Bill in a more compEehensive manner. If you take 
such step to set up ‘Netajl National Academy 1 , I have no 
doubt, the peoole all over the country will highly appreciate 
your move in this regards J 

4 ith kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

sd/~ Samar Guha 

Sint . Indira Gandhi, 

Prime Minister of India, 

New Delhi . 


P.I*. Goyal, 

Under Secretary ( J) . 

No *C/66 1/5/72 -JP( II) Nov .13 ,1973 . 



Dear Shrl Gupta, 


I am enclosing letter 
dated 20th August 1973 addressed 
to Prime Minister by Shrl Samar 
Guha, M.P., regarding Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose . A s the 
subject matter concerns the Ministry 
of Home Affairs they may kindly 
take necessary action. 



Shrl Asok Gupta, 

Under Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
Nev Delhi. 
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SAMAR aum 
MliMBtiK 01-' I’AKLlAf 

(LOK SABHA) 
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q>. (>$7b ^ n [ 


South Avenue, 
ME W DELHI-1U 





33rd August , 2973 
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5 *-*- Lay 

^ A) ^ 

ul^i Thanh you for your letter dated August 14, 1973 

..i>"*in reply to my earlier letter to the Prime Minister regt. 


1S> 


Bear Sardar Swaran Singhji, 

^ P Xj - <T» 1 H 'V 



regarding 


' ^ Netaji Inquiry Commission's visit to Taiwan* 

As I visited Taiwan along with the Commission and 



i r personally experienced all the difficulties there, it is not 
^ .my "feeling" what you have mentioned in your letter but it 
0^0* is my definite opinion that the work of the Commission ha e 
been positively hampered due to the attitude taken by the 
Commission in accordance with the " suggestion " given by the 
Ministry of External Affairs to it* I don't know how could 
you presume that the Commission's visit to Taiiioan and its 
sittings there had been "satisfactory" aa indicated in yowr 
letter. In my opinion, the cond uct of inquiry by the 
Commission had been unsatisfactory from the beginning to the 
end. In fact, if I did not accompany the Commission, the 
latter would have returned to India without practically doing 
any inquiry work there * 


After persistent refusal to permit the Commission 
visit Taiwan for two years, it was the Prime Minister, 

Mrs * Gandhi, who took initiative on my earnest request to 
enable the Commission to visit Taiwan . 


to 


I don't know anything about any "formula" of work 
as you have mentioned in your letter regarding the Commission' t 
visit to Tatwan* 

I only mentioned to the Prime Minister that many 
Indian ships are regularly visiting Taiwan and our Government 
are doing regular export/import trades with the Government 
of Taiwan and as representatives of our Shipping Agencies , 
public and private, and high Government officials belonging 
to $*T. c. , M*M*T*C* and other similar organisations do 
regularly visit Taiwan without involving themselves in 
matters related to the question of diplomatic relations 
with the Government of Taiwan, I thought that the Commission's 
vistt to Taiwan could be facilitated in the similar way . 

Z reached TUtpei about 3 days prior to the Commission 
, . , I reaching there* There were a lot of difficulties regarding 

Lt** / tfte vtsajwho ware' ’associated with the Commission and the 


■■ 


* * • %/' 


I 


MMfcR 01' PARLIAMENT 

(LOK SABHA) 








legal question also arose whether a foreign Commission could 
hold court proceedings in another country, without formal 
permission from the Government tftere# On my persuation 
these problems were smoothened and I ^gs su redthe Governm ent 
of Taiwan that the Commission will send o letter §f~rwquest 
to their Far East Asia Department seeking their help and 
cooperation and permission for holding court proceedings there • 


The Government of Taiwan did not raise any issue in 
regard to the diplomatic relations with our country nor did 
they seek for any letter from the Government of Ihdia but 
they requested only that the Commission being a judicial body 
> which required to conduct /in thtmi country, it could send a 

letter to them so that they could offer necessary help and 
cooperation to the Commission for successful investigation 
by it in resolving the issues regarding disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at Taipei • 


When at Taipei X requested the Commission to send a 
f ormal letter to the Far East Asia Department of Taiwan and 
other non-off total bodies thereto eking their help and 
cooperation, X was told by the Secretary of the Commission 
that the Commission received written instructions from the 
Government not to seek any cooperation or assistance either 
from the Government of Taiwan or from any non-official 
organisations there « I asked them why the matter related 
to such instructions by the Ministry of External Affairs 
was not reported to me before leaving Delhi « No satisfactory 
reply was given to me* The Government Counsel also corroborated 
that written instructions were issued to the Commission by 
the Ministry of External Affairs restricting its activities 
in Taiwan* He further argued that as the Commission was the 
r c reature r of the Government, it was bound to obey the 
directives issued to it by the Ministry of External Affairs, 
although I protested that a judicial body like the present 
Commtsston once formed cannot have any inhibitive instructions 
from the Government, as such instructions will tantamount to 
interfere with the proceeding of the courtm 


Ho wever, on the basis of my appeal the Government of 
Taiwan , desisted from cancelling the visa s of the membera 
who accompanied the Commission and allowed the Commission to 
hold its court proceedings even without any formal request 
made by the latter to the Governme nt of Taiwan* 


3 /- 


MEMBER Of PARLIAMENT 

(LOK SABHA) 

€ 




In your letter, you have admitted that you had made 
'suggestion* to the Commission not to seek help from the 
Taiwan Government or any nonmofficial organisation there, 

A written * suggestion * is nothing but * directive 1 or 
* instruction * and such written note certainly compromised 
the authority of the Commission # I am extremely surprised 
to know that " the Commission, in its judgement, accepted 
this suggestion ", It was never communicated to me as the 
Convener of the National Committee to Assist Uetaji Xnquiry, 
although I receive all important communications from the 
Commission related to its inquiry works, It was also not 
communicated to me by the Commission that "they rely for 
informal arrangements and assistance of influential persons 
like yourself " ( me ), 


You have mentioned in your letter that the fact "that 
the Commission did not address a formal request to the Taiwan 
foreign Ministry or its East Asia Department , did not prevent 
<T presentation of all available evidence to it# The Commission 

is, in fact, satisfied with the visit and with the response 
it received ", 


o 



I am sorry to say that the Commission did not receive 
adequate response from the Government of Taiwan and the 
Commission may be satisfied with its work in Taiwan hut X am, 
as one who experienced all the difficulties there, not at 
all satisfied with the work of the Commission there* 

X found many more witnesses who could appear before 
the Commission and record some vital information 4 , There were 
quite a good number of Taiwani personnel who definitely knew 
about a plane crash that took place in 1944 in the month of 
September exactly in the same place where the /plane crash 
involving Netaji was alleged to have had occurred a year later # 
I found some other very important personnel as mentioned 
in the book of Shri Hdrin&hafa who visited Taipei in 1946, 
and whose documents and conclusions carried great weight 
with the Government of Jndia* X found some other personnel 
who were outside Taipei and as such, X had to make arrange- 
ments to brtng them from there# X requested the Commission 
to extend its sitttngs at least by three days more but the 
Commission refused as it pointed out that the Government 
did not permit it to continue its stay in Taipei # Because 
of lack of time, the Commission did not agree to visit the 
hospital where "etafi was reported to have had received 
medical aid# X can add more instances how the worfc of the 
Commission was hampered by the restrictive instructions issued 
to tt by the Ministry of External Affairs, 


4 s 


fr X am afraid that perhaps you are not aware of all the 

facts regarding sending of written instructions to the 
Commission by -the Department of your Ministry which deals 
with China affairs • According to my information , it was 
Mr* Pranjape and on his advice , his Assistant who took 
over-jealous attitude in issuing restrictive directives to 
the Commission • X would request you to please inquire what 
actually happened and how the instruct ions were sent to the 
Commission without your knowledge and the knowledge of the 
Prime Mtnister^who cleared the whole issue of permitting 
the Commission to visit Taiwan * When I met the Prime Minister 
after sending my letter to her , she expressed her surprise 
saying , W X don't know why they have done so* 11 

The mystery about Netaji Subhas Chandra Dose could 
have been 'Weryvlargefry resolved if the Commission was allowed 
to conduct investigations in Taiwan without any restrictions 
« issued to it by the Ministry of External Affairs • X am 

constrained to remark that the objectives of the Commission t s 
visit to Taiwan have been very largely defeated by the 
restrictions imposed on it* The inquiry done by the Commission 
in Taiwan was half-hearted , incomplete and inadequate and its 
purpose of visiting Taiwan, as such, has been frustrated • 

& mfc kind regards , 


Sardar Swaran Singh , 

Minister of External Affairs, 
Government of India, 
new mgr. 


^ours sincerely, 

( SAMAR GCEA) 


MINISTRY C t HOME AIFA IPS 
(POLL. II SECTION) 



Dy .No. 5929/73 -PoU .II (F Jt 0 

F & . Trom the Min. of £ A . nay be seen. 

2. Ao are c -rncerned i#nly with first oara of Shri Samar 
Guha * s letter dated 2C.8.1973 of which we have taken 
extracts, tfe nay return the F J .to the M/External 
Affairs for such action is they my deem nroper . 

tfe my a 1 so advise them that this would 
probably concern M/Sdn. 


sd/Illegible 


NR /Min, of BA . (Shri P.L. Goval. T JS . (J1 

MHA u'.o. No .5929/73 Poll. II dated 17.11 1^73 




Ministry of External Affairs 
(East Asia Division) 


^ ^ Reference M.H A •* s note *b6ve . The Ministry 
of Education & o Jrf * may kindly 3 e for action with 
^ ^ 0 para *2 ol Shri Sannr Guha f s latter dated 
2Cth August 1973, addressed to the Prime .Minister * 


Hu/ 


'%P .L. Goyal) 
Under Secret ary (J) 
17. II. 1973 


»5v . 


1973 



